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Preservation Compact Gears Up to Save
Cook County Homes
Four out of every ten households in Cook County live in rental housing, making it
a critical part of the regional economy. But a new study prepared by DePaul
University’s Real Estate Center indicates the supply of rental housing isn’t keeping
up with demand. By 2020, the report says, Cook County’s supply of low-cost
rental housing is expected to drop by 78,000 units while demand is projected to
grow by 34,000 households.
As part of a countywide effort to reverse this trend, leaders from the public, private
and non-profit sectors have united, with the support of the MacArthur Foundation,
to form the “ Preservation Compact.”
The Compact has established a series of initiatives called the Rental Housing
Action Plan for Cook County. Initiatives include creation of a preservation fund for
at-risk properties, an inter-agency council to improve coordination and information flow, a rental housing data clearinghouse for at-risk properties, an energy
savers program to cut operating costs, a rental housing alliance to help tenants
seek new ownership and lowered property taxes on multi-family rental units.
" These initiatives will have an immediate impact on local families, but they also
offer clear strategies to preserve and maintain – for years to come – one of our most
precious
assets:
working people and
their homes," says
Quintin E. Primo III,
Co-chair of the
Preservation
Compact
and
Chairman and CEO
of Capri Capital
Partners,
LLC.
" Saving 75,000 of
these
homes
through 2020 will
affect well over
200,000 low- and
moderat e- income
Preservation Compact Co-Chairs Julia Stasch, Vice President
Chicago area resiof Human and Community Development of the John D.
dents, honest, workand Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and Quintin Primo,
ing-class families of
Chairman and CEO of Capri Capital Partners, LLC
every ethnicity."
at the Preservation Compact launch
LISC/Chicago is leading efforts to create and manage two of four financing tools
included in the Preservation Compact. These include the Preservation Acquisition
Fund, which will provide flexible and timely acquisition capital for non-profit and
for-profit preservation buyers, and the existant Property Stabilization Fund, which
provides grants to rehabilitate government-subsidized rental properties.
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New Board Member

LISC/Chicago welcomes DeShana
Forney, Executive Director of the
Illinois Housing Development
Authority (IHDA), to its Board of
Advisors. As Executive Director of
the IHDA, Forney is at the head of the
State’s efforts to create and sustain
affordable housing for Illinois’ lowand moderate-income residents.
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CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60602
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Support Corporation/Chicago
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The Northern Trust Co. (retired)
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The Habitat Co.

New LISC Staff Member

Marva
Williams,
Ph.D.,
Senior
Program
Officer,
LISC/Chicago

Centers for Working
Families Tax Prep
Yields Savings

Nearly 6,000 Chicago families were able
to maximize their federal tax savings thanks
to the expanded services being offered by
Centers for Working Families (CWF) sites
throughout Chicago. With help now available at seven LISC-funded sites, 5,844 families received refunds totaling $9,173,087
this year. A report from the Center for
Economic Progress (CEP) which manages
the program, showed returns prepared
at CWF sites accounted for nearly half
the refunds realized through all CEP tax
preparation sites. Tax services are now
available at the Abraham Lincoln Center
(Quad Communities), the Association
House (Humboldt Park), Bethel New Life
Center (West Garfield Park), Instituto
del Progreso Latino (Pilsen), Woodlawn
Preservation & Investment Corporation
(Woodlawn), Southeast Chicago
Development Commission (Southeast
Chicago) and the St. Sabina Employment
Center (Auburn Gresham).
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Save the Date! 14

th

Annual Chicago Neighborhood Development Awards

February 7, 2008, is the date for this year’s Chicago Neighborhood Development Awards
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. Valerie Jarrett, President and CEO of The Habitat Company
and a leader in both the private and public sectors who has contributed greatly to the
vibrancy of our city and its neighborhoods, will serve as event Chair.
Applications for CNDA can be downloaded at www.lisc-cnda.org and are due by 5 p.m.
Sept. 12, 2007, to the Local Initiatives Support Corporation’s Chicago office, One North
LaSalle St., 12th floor, Chicago, IL 60602. Applications for the Richard H. Driehaus
Foundation Award for Architectural Excellence in Community Design also are also out and
are due Oct. 5 at the LISC/Chicago office.
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Chicago Bulls Support Youth Basketball League
and Arts Programs in Chicago Neighborhoods
On Friday nights, you can feel the excitement in Chicago’s Pilsen, Little Village, and North
Lawndale neighborhoods. In all three areas, LISC/Chicago has teamed up with the
Chicago Bulls organization to support an alternative to the usual Friday night hangouts.
Hoops in the Hood, sponsored by the Chicago Bulls, is an inner city basketball league,
including The Resurrection Basketball League (Pilsen), BBall on the Block/Block
Arte (Little Village) and the Summer Slam Basketball League (North Lawndale)
drawing several hundred young people between 8 and 18 for a Friday night
summer series that combines basketball, community art and health awareness.

See “BASKETBALL”, Page 2

Baseball slides home to West Haven
The revitalization of West Haven is gaining momentum: not only are there new
housing, shopping and job opportunities, but at long last, a baseball program
blossoming in and around Touhy-Herbert Park on Adams, just west of Damen.
A May 24 gathering celebrated the Chicago Park District's overhaul of the ball
diamond there, complete with a clay skin infield, backstop fencing, dugout
benches and, most impressively, a wireless, electronic centerfield scoreboard
donated by LaSalle Bank.
The Near West Side Community Development Corporation's summer baseball
program is fielding two teams of young men and women aged 10-15. Supported

See “BASEBALL”, Page 2

Youth Bicycle Programs Promote a Healthier
Lifestyle in Chicago's Neighborhoods
What is a community-based response to the challenge of childhood obesity? This
was the question several communities struggled with during their quality-of-life
planning back in 2003 and 2004 at the launch of the New Communities
Program (NCP). As one response, three NCP communities have advanced successful youth biking programs to meet the challenge.
Humboldt Park’s Bickerdike Redevelopment Corp. was one of the first to address the
issue. With seed funding from LISC and LaSalle Bank and partnering with Working
Bikes Cooperative, Bickerdike launched BickerBikes in 2004. This summer-long

See “BICYCLE”, Page 3
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“ BASKETBALL” (Continued from cover)

“ BICYCLE” (Continued from cover)

Volunteers from local block clubs coach basketball teams of neighborhood youth who
play from 5-8 p.m. Art projects ranging from the conventional (face painting) to the
contemporary (spray-chalk stenciling) keep younger kids and non-basketball lovers
busy. For adults, there are free health screenings and safety seminars. And everyone
gets free refreshments and barbecue.

program teaches neighborhood youth the ins and outs of bicycling, from riding to bike maintenance and repair, while giving them a broader view of their city, with bike trips to locations
throughout Chicago. The program was expanded with a venture grant from the United Way,
and is now seeking new funding to keep the successful program rolling.

The summer events wrapped up on Aug. 30, 2007 with the Hoops in the Hood Cross
City finals tournament at Little Village Lawndale High School.
Organizers and volunteers have high hopes for this program.
Cesar Nunez of Little Village Community Development Corporation sees B-Ball on the
Block as a community organizing tool.
“ Our hope is that residents will join in other efforts that we’re working on, like getting
a park [for the east side of the community],” he said. “ One of the reasons why we offer
the program is because the kids don’t have sufficient recreational space.”
Diane Gibson, a North Lawndale resident and B-Ball volunteer, believes the program
could permanently reduce violence in the neighborhoods.
“ Basketball is orderly. It teaches kids the rules of life,” she said. “ We haven’t had any
violence [at the Friday night events]. It helps prevent violence because kids are making friends, and who would want to hurt their friends?”

“ BASEBALL” (Continued from cover)

in part with a $7,500 grant from LISC/Chicago, the Near West NCP lead
agency, along with the Sankofa Youth Development Institute, is providing
the coaches, uniforms and whatever else it takes to introduce baseball to a
generation raised on slam dunks and fast breaks.
"The thing about baseball," said Evan Thompson, the 13-year-old captain of
the Giants, "is that you don't have to play the same position all the time…and
you can’t be a ball hog."
Wilma Ward, who helped establish the Near Westside CDC, said the West
Haven Baseball Club will be a year-round youth development activity combining sports and academic tutoring.
"Kids want an organized environment. They crave it," Ward said, adding
that, for many, the most accessible organizations west of Damen Avenue have
been drug-dealing street gangs. "And this park [Touhy-Herbert] was one of
their main places of business. Not anymore. We're taking it.”
The White Sox and Chicago Bulls, under the leadership of majority owner Jerry Reinsdorf, helped with field renovations just as they helped
fund the adjacent James Jordan Boys and Girls Club, home to spring training for the new West Haven baseball teams.
"We're mentoring these children in more than baseball," said Sean Terry, former NCP outreach coordinator and coach of one of the teams.
"It's all about positive support."
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“ The Grove”

Other neighborhoods also caught the biking bug and moved similar programs forward.
Build and Ride is a partnership between Chicago Bicycle Federation, Active Living Logan
Square, After School Matters and Ames Middle School, while Woodlawn Preservation
Investment Corporation collaborated with the Blackstone Bicycle Works to jumpstart their
program on the south side. Similar to BickerBikes, Build and Ride and Blackstone Bicycle
Works create healthier communities by teaching kids how to build, repair and ride bikes safely in the city. The programs also increase accessibility to Chicago’s neighborhoods with group
bike rides throughout the city. Both have benefited from LISC seed grants as well.
As the number of Chicago’s
youth bike programs grow,
organizations such as Chicago
Bicycle Federation and the
Logan Square Neighborhood
Association are working to
ensure there are neighborhood green spaces and safe
city streets where kids can
cycle.
Sunday Parkways, a group
effort between Logan Square
Neighborhood Association,
Bickerdike Redevelopment
Corporation, Garfield Park
Conservatory Alliance,
Lawndale
Christian
Development Corporation,
Little Village Community
Development Corporation and Chicago Bicycle Federation will provide kids a safe bike ride
along Chicago’s historic boulevards by closing the streets to traffic for a few hours on Sundays.
Creating a safe place for kids to bike also is the idea behind the proposed Bloomingdale Trail on
the Near Northwest Side. LISC/NCP provided the Trust for Public Lands with a start-up loan
and challenge grant to enable them to acquire land that will be converted into an access park
leading to the proposed trail. Once completed the future elevated park and greenway spanning
2.7 miles and four communities will provide even more safe space for youth biking.
“Each of these programs evolved from the understanding that cycling reduces the risks of obesity, diabetes and asthma by encouraging youth to increase their physical activity and improve
overall physical conditioning. Bicycles create opportunities for youth to safely access areas outside their neighborhood in an environmentally friendly way. We see LISC’s support of these
programs as an investment in the health of future generations,” said Susana Vasquez of
LISC/Chicago.
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Makes a Comeback
Long abandoned by its former occupants and overlooked by retailers,
the Cottage Grove Corridor is making a comeback, due in great part
to the Quad Cities Development
Corporation’s Quality of Life Plan.

A 2004 study by LISC/MetroEdge
showed that $450 million in retail
spending leaves this historic South
Side neighborhood each year – dollars
that could be used to build community wealth and create jobs.
Building on the study, Quad
Cities Development
Corporation (QCDC)
created the Cottage
Grove
Corridor
Initiative, a marketing, beautification
and maintenance
plan that lays the
groundwork for
redevelopment
of the 12-block
stretch
of
Cottage Grove
from 39th to
51st streets. The
goal: To create
one of the South
Side’s premier
shopping venues.
Anchoring the corridor will be the $87 million “ Shops
and Lofts at 47th” development. It will
include 50,000 square feet of retail
space and 50,000 square feet of office
space, 150 condos and 28 town houses, 20 percent of which will be affordable. LISC/Chicago recently made a
$1 million pre-development loan to
Mahogany Ventures for this project.
To entice retailers back, QCDC is working
with the City of Chicago to implement a
$450,000 streetscape plan that features
the work of local artists and artisans to
enhance the look and feel of the Corridor.
Chinwe Onyeagoro, commercial development consultant to QCDC, says the
plans have generated a new sense of
unity in the area.
“Just this summer we held a ‘Grooving
on the Grove’ festival,” Onyeagoro said.
“The involvement of the community and
the showcasing of local musicians, artisans and retailers spoke volumes about
the real potential of this area – a potential that is finally being realized thanks
to the efforts of all of these groups.”

Annie E. Casey Foundation Committed to Building Strong Families:
Interview with Susan Gewirtz, Program Manager, and Roger Williams, Senior Fellow for Community Development at the Anne E. Casey Foundation
The Annie E. Casey Foundation is dedicated to fostering public
policies, human-service reforms and community supports that
more effectively meet the needs of today's vulnerable children
and families. In pursuit of this goal, the Foundation
makes grants that help states, cities and neighborhoods fashion innovative, cost-effective responses
to these needs. Program Manager Susan Gewirtz
and Senior Fellow for Community Development,
Roger Williams discuss how the Foundation and
LISC/Chicago have been working together:
How would you characterize the relationship
between the Annie E. Casey Foundation and LISC?
We’ve been working closely together for over
three years now. We’re similarly goal-oriented
groups focused on improved outcomes for families, so we work well together.

Foundation's priorities in the Center for Working Families project?
We’re trying a different approach to help lower-income working
families. Usually, these kinds of services aim at one thing – getting people jobs or making sure they have access to
public benefits. But families are stretched in terms
of money and time and we need to change our
approach to helping them move ahead financially.
They need a broader range of services and supports and those need to be delivered in a different
way. The Center for Working Families is a vehicle
that empowers families to take advantage of key
benefits (child care, health insurance), to pursue
career advancement, to reduced the cost of necessities, to establish credit, to begin to save, and ultimately to acquire appreciating assets, like a house.

How does the Foundation's relationship with
LISC extend beyond the Centers for Working
What is the community development investFamilies project?
ment focus of the Casey Foundation?
National LISC and Casey have partnered on a number
Casey’s focus is helping disadvantaged or lowerSusan Gewirtz (top),Program
of initiatives over the years on a site-by-site basis. Casey
income families and children. We believe: “ Kids
Manager and Roger Williams
(bottom), Senior Fellow for
staff serve on a number of Local LISC Advisory Boards
do better in strong families and families do better
Community Development at
in strong communities.” Most of what I work on the Annie E. Casey Foundation and Casey provides direct grant support to a variety of
LISC program initiatives nationwide such as Changing the
is strategies that improve the financial situation of
adults as part of Casey’s Family Economic Success unit. We Face of Housing in Minnesota. Casey Leadership will be meeting with
work on issues such as employment and asset and wealth LISC leadership next month to explore how the two organizations can
development and making sure people have access to public collaborate around LISC’s Building Sustainable Communities initiative.
work supports, including the Earned Income Tax Credits.
LISC is one of the intermediaries funded by Living Cities and
With support from the Casey Foundation, LISC/Chicago coordinates
a network of eleven Center for Working Families in Chicago run
by community-based employment organizations. What are the

Casey is a prominent member of that group. Casey recently made a $1 million Program Related Investment in the LISC
New Orleans Affordable Housing Fund.

Second Quarter LISC Grant & Loan Activity

LISC/Chicago provided more than $2.3 million in loans and $1.4 million in grants to local community development programs during the second quarter.
Six agencies in the New Communities Program received grants totaling $157,267.50 for a variety of quality-of-life projects.
The Civic Life Fund provided a $200,000 grant – made possible by national LISC through funding from the National Football League
Charities and the Chicago Bears – to Chicago Public Schools to renovate Lane Tech High School’s historic Lane Stadium.
LISC/Chicago also funded a variety of projects to promote arts and culture in Chicago. Among these was a grant to the Greater AuburnGresham Development Corporation to underwrite a portion of its 2nd Annual Auburn-Gresham 79th Street Renaissance Festival. LISC
also granted financial support to The Resurrection Project in Pilsen to help promote its youth basketball league and its arts program,
two efforts to curb violence and promote healthy alternative activities.
From The Homestead Fund, LISC recently approved $2,351,000 in loans for three community projects. The Breakthrough Urban Ministries
Men’s Shelter in East Garfield Park received $1 million to rehabilitate the facility. Also, LISC will be helping Chicago’s homeowners through a
loan to the TIF Neighborhood Improvement Program. That money will be used to provide grants to residents in the Harrison/Central TIF district to make structural improvements to their homes. In addition, a loan for predevelopment financing has been provided to The Community
Builders for building Phase 2A of the Oakwood Shores development. Oakwood Shores, formerly the site of the Madden/Wells public housing
development, is part of the Chicago Housing Authority’s effort to provide affordable housing while promoting mixed-income communities.
Grants from The Leadership Fund include $30,000 to the Near North Neighborhood Network to fund research, develop a model
and provide support for a local program to aid the formerly incarcerated.
Finally, The Main Street Fund allocated a series of grants to support LISC’s network of Centers for Working Families, including several grants to fund the hiring of financial coaches.
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“ BASKETBALL” (Continued from cover)

“ BICYCLE” (Continued from cover)

Volunteers from local block clubs coach basketball teams of neighborhood youth who
play from 5-8 p.m. Art projects ranging from the conventional (face painting) to the
contemporary (spray-chalk stenciling) keep younger kids and non-basketball lovers
busy. For adults, there are free health screenings and safety seminars. And everyone
gets free refreshments and barbecue.

program teaches neighborhood youth the ins and outs of bicycling, from riding to bike maintenance and repair, while giving them a broader view of their city, with bike trips to locations
throughout Chicago. The program was expanded with a venture grant from the United Way,
and is now seeking new funding to keep the successful program rolling.

The summer events wrapped up on Aug. 30, 2007 with the Hoops in the Hood Cross
City finals tournament at Little Village Lawndale High School.
Organizers and volunteers have high hopes for this program.
Cesar Nunez of Little Village Community Development Corporation sees B-Ball on the
Block as a community organizing tool.
“ Our hope is that residents will join in other efforts that we’re working on, like getting
a park [for the east side of the community],” he said. “ One of the reasons why we offer
the program is because the kids don’t have sufficient recreational space.”
Diane Gibson, a North Lawndale resident and B-Ball volunteer, believes the program
could permanently reduce violence in the neighborhoods.
“ Basketball is orderly. It teaches kids the rules of life,” she said. “ We haven’t had any
violence [at the Friday night events]. It helps prevent violence because kids are making friends, and who would want to hurt their friends?”

“ BASEBALL” (Continued from cover)

in part with a $7,500 grant from LISC/Chicago, the Near West NCP lead
agency, along with the Sankofa Youth Development Institute, is providing
the coaches, uniforms and whatever else it takes to introduce baseball to a
generation raised on slam dunks and fast breaks.
"The thing about baseball," said Evan Thompson, the 13-year-old captain of
the Giants, "is that you don't have to play the same position all the time…and
you can’t be a ball hog."
Wilma Ward, who helped establish the Near Westside CDC, said the West
Haven Baseball Club will be a year-round youth development activity combining sports and academic tutoring.
"Kids want an organized environment. They crave it," Ward said, adding
that, for many, the most accessible organizations west of Damen Avenue have
been drug-dealing street gangs. "And this park [Touhy-Herbert] was one of
their main places of business. Not anymore. We're taking it.”
The White Sox and Chicago Bulls, under the leadership of majority owner Jerry Reinsdorf, helped with field renovations just as they helped
fund the adjacent James Jordan Boys and Girls Club, home to spring training for the new West Haven baseball teams.
"We're mentoring these children in more than baseball," said Sean Terry, former NCP outreach coordinator and coach of one of the teams.
"It's all about positive support."
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Other neighborhoods also caught the biking bug and moved similar programs forward.
Build and Ride is a partnership between Chicago Bicycle Federation, Active Living Logan
Square, After School Matters and Ames Middle School, while Woodlawn Preservation
Investment Corporation collaborated with the Blackstone Bicycle Works to jumpstart their
program on the south side. Similar to BickerBikes, Build and Ride and Blackstone Bicycle
Works create healthier communities by teaching kids how to build, repair and ride bikes safely in the city. The programs also increase accessibility to Chicago’s neighborhoods with group
bike rides throughout the city. Both have benefited from LISC seed grants as well.
As the number of Chicago’s
youth bike programs grow,
organizations such as Chicago
Bicycle Federation and the
Logan Square Neighborhood
Association are working to
ensure there are neighborhood green spaces and safe
city streets where kids can
cycle.
Sunday Parkways, a group
effort among Logan Square
Neighborhood Association,
Bickerdike Redevelopment
Corporation, Garfield Park
Conservatory Alliance,
Lawndale
Christian
Development Corporation,
Little Village Community
Development Corporation and Chicago Bicycle Federation will provide kids a safe bike ride
along Chicago’s historic boulevards by closing the streets to traffic for a few hours on Sundays.
Creating a safe place for kids to bike also is the idea behind the proposed Bloomingdale Trail on
the Near Northwest Side. LISC/NCP provided the Trust for Public Lands with a start-up loan
and challenge grant to enable them to acquire land that will be converted into an access park
leading to the proposed trail. Once completed the future elevated park and greenway spanning
2.7 miles and four communities will provide even more safe space for youth biking.
“Each of these programs evolved from the understanding that cycling reduces the risks of obesity, diabetes and asthma by encouraging youth to increase their physical activity and improve
overall physical conditioning. Bicycles create opportunities for youth to safely access areas outside their neighborhood in an environmentally friendly way. We see LISC’s support of these
programs as an investment in the health of future generations,” said Susana Vasquez of
LISC/Chicago.
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“The involvement of the community and
the showcasing of local musicians, artisans and retailers spoke volumes about
the real potential of this area – a potential that is finally being realized thanks
to the efforts of all of these groups.”

Annie E. Casey Foundation Committed to Building Strong Families:
Interview with Susan Gewirtz, Program Manager, and Roger Williams, Senior Fellow for Community Development at the Anne E. Casey Foundation
The Annie E. Casey Foundation is dedicated to fostering public
policies, human-service reforms and community supports that
more effectively meet the needs of today's vulnerable children
and families. In pursuit of this goal, the Foundation
makes grants that help states, cities and neighborhoods fashion innovative, cost-effective responses
to these needs. Program Manager Susan Gewirtz
and Senior Fellow for Community Development,
Roger Williams discuss how the Foundation and
LISC/Chicago have been working together:
How would you characterize the relationship
between the Annie E. Casey Foundation and LISC?
We’ve been working closely together for over
three years now. We’re similarly goal-oriented
groups focused on improved outcomes for families, so we work well together.

Foundation's priorities in the Center for Working Families project?
We’re trying a different approach to help lower-income working
families. Usually, these kinds of services aim at one thing – getting people jobs or making sure they have access to
public benefits. But families are stretched in terms
of money and time and we need to change our
approach to helping them move ahead financially.
They need a broader range of services and supports and those need to be delivered in a different
way. The Center for Working Families is a vehicle
that empowers families to take advantage of key
benefits (child care, health insurance), to pursue
career advancement, to reduced the cost of necessities, to establish credit, to begin to save, and ultimately to acquire appreciating assets, like a house.

How does the Foundation's relationship with
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income families and children. We believe: “ Kids
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work supports, including the Earned Income Tax Credits.
LISC is one of the intermediaries funded by Living Cities and
With support from the Casey Foundation, LISC/Chicago coordinates
a network of eleven Center for Working Families in Chicago run
by community-based employment organizations. What are the

Casey is a prominent member of that group. Casey recently made a $1 million Program Related Investment in the LISC
New Orleans Affordable Housing Fund.

Second Quarter LISC Grant & Loan Activity

LISC/Chicago provided more than $2.3 million in loans and $1.4 million in grants to local community development programs during the second quarter.
Six agencies in the New Communities Program received grants totaling $157,267.50 for a variety of quality-of-life projects.
The Civic Life Fund provided a $200,000 grant – made possible by national LISC through funding from the National Football League
Charities and the Chicago Bears – to Chicago Public Schools to renovate Lane Tech High School’s historic Lane Stadium.
LISC/Chicago also funded a variety of projects to promote arts and culture in Chicago. Among these was a grant to the Greater AuburnGresham Development Corporation to underwrite a portion of its 2nd Annual Auburn-Gresham 79th Street Renaissance Festival. LISC
also granted financial support to The Resurrection Project in Pilsen to help promote its youth basketball league and its arts program,
two efforts to curb violence and promote healthy alternative activities.
From The Homestead Fund, LISC recently approved $2,351,000 in loans for three community projects. The Breakthrough Urban Ministries
Men’s Shelter in East Garfield Park received $1 million to rehabilitate the facility. Also, LISC will be helping Chicago’s homeowners through a
loan to the TIF Neighborhood Improvement Program. That money will be used to provide grants to residents in the Harrison/Central TIF district to make structural improvements to their homes. In addition, a loan for predevelopment financing has been provided to The Community
Builders for building Phase 2A of the Oakwood Shores development. Oakwood Shores, formerly the site of the Madden/Wells public housing
development, is part of the Chicago Housing Authority’s effort to provide affordable housing while promoting mixed-income communities.
Grants from The Leadership Fund include $30,000 to the Near North Neighborhood Network to fund research, develop a model
and provide support for a local program to aid the formerly incarcerated.
Finally, The Main Street Fund allocated a series of grants to support LISC’s network of Centers for Working Families, including several grants to fund the hiring of financial coaches.

WORKING CAPITAL – The Newsletter of the Chicago Program of Local Initiatives Support Corporation – SUMMER/FALL 2007

8.21.07 Summer 07 Newsletter g:32531_MKCO_Newsletter_R2.qxd

8/21/07

3:49 PM

Page 2

PAGE 2

PAGE 4

“ BASKETBALL” (Continued from cover)

“ BICYCLE” (Continued from cover)

Volunteers from local block clubs coach basketball teams of neighborhood youth who
play from 5-8 p.m. Art projects ranging from the conventional (face painting) to the
contemporary (spray-chalk stenciling) keep younger kids and non-basketball lovers
busy. For adults, there are free health screenings and safety seminars. And everyone
gets free refreshments and barbecue.

program teaches neighborhood youth the ins and outs of bicycling, from riding to bike maintenance and repair, while giving them a broader view of their city, with bike trips to locations
throughout Chicago. The program was expanded with a venture grant from the United Way,
and is now seeking new funding to keep the successful program rolling.

The summer events wrapped up on Aug. 30, 2007 with the Hoops in the Hood Cross
City finals tournament at Little Village Lawndale High School.
Organizers and volunteers have high hopes for this program.
Cesar Nunez of Little Village Community Development Corporation sees B-Ball on the
Block as a community organizing tool.
“ Our hope is that residents will join in other efforts that we’re working on, like getting
a park [for the east side of the community],” he said. “ One of the reasons why we offer
the program is because the kids don’t have sufficient recreational space.”
Diane Gibson, a North Lawndale resident and B-Ball volunteer, believes the program
could permanently reduce violence in the neighborhoods.
“ Basketball is orderly. It teaches kids the rules of life,” she said. “ We haven’t had any
violence [at the Friday night events]. It helps prevent violence because kids are making friends, and who would want to hurt their friends?”

“ BASEBALL” (Continued from cover)

in part with a $7,500 grant from LISC/Chicago, the Near West NCP lead
agency, along with the Sankofa Youth Development Institute, is providing
the coaches, uniforms and whatever else it takes to introduce baseball to a
generation raised on slam dunks and fast breaks.
"The thing about baseball," said Evan Thompson, the 13-year-old captain of
the Giants, "is that you don't have to play the same position all the time…and
you can’t be a ball hog."
Wilma Ward, who helped establish the Near Westside CDC, said the West
Haven Baseball Club will be a year-round youth development activity combining sports and academic tutoring.
"Kids want an organized environment. They crave it," Ward said, adding
that, for many, the most accessible organizations west of Damen Avenue have
been drug-dealing street gangs. "And this park [Touhy-Herbert] was one of
their main places of business. Not anymore. We're taking it.”
The White Sox and Chicago Bulls, under the leadership of majority owner Jerry Reinsdorf, helped with field renovations just as they helped
fund the adjacent James Jordan Boys and Girls Club, home to spring training for the new West Haven baseball teams.
"We're mentoring these children in more than baseball," said Sean Terry, former NCP outreach coordinator and coach of one of the teams.
"It's all about positive support."
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“ The Grove”

Other neighborhoods also caught the biking bug and moved similar programs forward.
Build and Ride is a partnership between Chicago Bicycle Federation, Active Living Logan
Square, After School Matters and Ames Middle School, while Woodlawn Preservation
Investment Corporation collaborated with the Blackstone Bicycle Works to jumpstart their
program on the south side. Similar to BickerBikes, Build and Ride and Blackstone Bicycle
Works create healthier communities by teaching kids how to build, repair and ride bikes safely in the city. The programs also increase accessibility to Chicago’s neighborhoods with group
bike rides throughout the city. Both have benefited from LISC seed grants as well.
As the number of Chicago’s
youth bike programs grow,
organizations such as Chicago
Bicycle Federation and the
Logan Square Neighborhood
Association are working to
ensure there are neighborhood green spaces and safe
city streets where kids can
cycle.
Sunday Parkways, a group
effort between Logan Square
Neighborhood Association,
Bickerdike Redevelopment
Corporation, Garfield Park
Conservatory Alliance,
Lawndale
Christian
Development Corporation,
Little Village Community
Development Corporation and Chicago Bicycle Federation will provide kids a safe bike ride
along Chicago’s historic boulevards by closing the streets to traffic for a few hours on Sundays.
Creating a safe place for kids to bike also is the idea behind the proposed Bloomingdale Trail on
the Near Northwest Side. LISC/NCP provided the Trust for Public Lands with a start-up loan
and challenge grant to enable them to acquire land that will be converted into an access park
leading to the proposed trail. Once completed the future elevated park and greenway spanning
2.7 miles and four communities will provide even more safe space for youth biking.
“Each of these programs evolved from the understanding that cycling reduces the risks of obesity, diabetes and asthma by encouraging youth to increase their physical activity and improve
overall physical conditioning. Bicycles create opportunities for youth to safely access areas outside their neighborhood in an environmentally friendly way. We see LISC’s support of these
programs as an investment in the health of future generations,” said Susana Vasquez of
LISC/Chicago.
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Makes a Comeback
Long abandoned by its former occupants and overlooked by retailers,
the Cottage Grove Corridor is making a comeback, due in great part
to the Quad Cities Development
Corporation’s Quality of Life Plan.

A 2004 study by LISC/MetroEdge
showed that $450 million in retail
spending leaves this historic South
Side neighborhood each year – dollars
that could be used to build community wealth and create jobs.
Building on the study, Quad
Cities Development
Corporation (QCDC)
created the Cottage
Grove
Corridor
Initiative, a marketing, beautification
and maintenance
plan that lays the
groundwork for
redevelopment
of the 12-block
stretch
of
Cottage Grove
from 39th to
51st streets. The
goal: To create
one of the South
Side’s premier
shopping venues.
Anchoring the corridor will be the $87 million “ Shops
and Lofts at 47th” development. It will
include 50,000 square feet of retail
space and 50,000 square feet of office
space, 150 condos and 28 town houses, 20 percent of which will be affordable. LISC/Chicago recently made a
$1 million pre-development loan to
Mahogany Ventures for this project.
To entice retailers back, QCDC is working
with the City of Chicago to implement a
$450,000 streetscape plan that features
the work of local artists and artisans to
enhance the look and feel of the Corridor.
Chinwe Onyeagoro, commercial development consultant to QCDC, says the
plans have generated a new sense of
unity in the area.
“Just this summer we held a ‘Grooving
on the Grove’ festival,” Onyeagoro said.
“The involvement of the community and
the showcasing of local musicians, artisans and retailers spoke volumes about
the real potential of this area – a potential that is finally being realized thanks
to the efforts of all of these groups.”

Annie E. Casey Foundation Committed to Building Strong Families:
Interview with Susan Gewirtz, Program Manager, and Roger Williams, Senior Fellow for Community Development at the Anne E. Casey Foundation
The Annie E. Casey Foundation is dedicated to fostering public
policies, human-service reforms and community supports that
more effectively meet the needs of today's vulnerable children
and families. In pursuit of this goal, the Foundation
makes grants that help states, cities and neighborhoods fashion innovative, cost-effective responses
to these needs. Program Manager Susan Gewirtz
and Senior Fellow for Community Development,
Roger Williams discuss how the Foundation and
LISC/Chicago have been working together:
How would you characterize the relationship
between the Annie E. Casey Foundation and LISC?
We’ve been working closely together for over
three years now. We’re similarly goal-oriented
groups focused on improved outcomes for families, so we work well together.

Foundation's priorities in the Center for Working Families project?
We’re trying a different approach to help lower-income working
families. Usually, these kinds of services aim at one thing – getting people jobs or making sure they have access to
public benefits. But families are stretched in terms
of money and time and we need to change our
approach to helping them move ahead financially.
They need a broader range of services and supports and those need to be delivered in a different
way. The Center for Working Families is a vehicle
that empowers families to take advantage of key
benefits (child care, health insurance), to pursue
career advancement, to reduced the cost of necessities, to establish credit, to begin to save, and ultimately to acquire appreciating assets, like a house.

How does the Foundation's relationship with
LISC extend beyond the Centers for Working
What is the community development investFamilies project?
ment focus of the Casey Foundation?
National LISC and Casey have partnered on a number
Casey’s focus is helping disadvantaged or lowerSusan Gewirtz (top),Program
of initiatives over the years on a site-by-site basis. Casey
income families and children. We believe: “ Kids
Manager and Roger Williams
(bottom), Senior Fellow for
staff serve on a number of Local LISC Advisory Boards
do better in strong families and families do better
Community Development at
in strong communities.” Most of what I work on the Annie E. Casey Foundation and Casey provides direct grant support to a variety of
LISC program initiatives nationwide such as Changing the
is strategies that improve the financial situation of
adults as part of Casey’s Family Economic Success unit. We Face of Housing in Minnesota. Casey Leadership will be meeting with
work on issues such as employment and asset and wealth LISC leadership next month to explore how the two organizations can
development and making sure people have access to public collaborate around LISC’s Building Sustainable Communities initiative.
work supports, including the Earned Income Tax Credits.
LISC is one of the intermediaries funded by Living Cities and
With support from the Casey Foundation, LISC/Chicago coordinates
a network of eleven Center for Working Families in Chicago run
by community-based employment organizations. What are the

Casey is a prominent member of that group. Casey recently made a $1 million Program Related Investment in the LISC
New Orleans Affordable Housing Fund.

Second Quarter LISC Grant & Loan Activity

LISC/Chicago provided more than $2.3 million in loans and $1.4 million in grants to local community development programs during the second quarter.
Six agencies in the New Communities Program received grants totaling $157,267.50 for a variety of quality-of-life projects.
The Civic Life Fund provided a $200,000 grant – made possible by national LISC through funding from the National Football League
Charities and the Chicago Bears – to Chicago Public Schools to renovate Lane Tech High School’s historic Lane Stadium.
LISC/Chicago also funded a variety of projects to promote arts and culture in Chicago. Among these was a grant to the Greater AuburnGresham Development Corporation to underwrite a portion of its 2nd Annual Auburn-Gresham 79th Street Renaissance Festival. LISC
also granted financial support to The Resurrection Project in Pilsen to help promote its youth basketball league and its arts program,
two efforts to curb violence and promote healthy alternative activities.
From The Homestead Fund, LISC recently approved $2,351,000 in loans for three community projects. The Breakthrough Urban Ministries
Men’s Shelter in East Garfield Park received $1 million to rehabilitate the facility. Also, LISC will be helping Chicago’s homeowners through a
loan to the TIF Neighborhood Improvement Program. That money will be used to provide grants to residents in the Harrison/Central TIF district to make structural improvements to their homes. In addition, a loan for predevelopment financing has been provided to The Community
Builders for building Phase 2A of the Oakwood Shores development. Oakwood Shores, formerly the site of the Madden/Wells public housing
development, is part of the Chicago Housing Authority’s effort to provide affordable housing while promoting mixed-income communities.
Grants from The Leadership Fund include $30,000 to the Near North Neighborhood Network to fund research, develop a model
and provide support for a local program to aid the formerly incarcerated.
Finally, The Main Street Fund allocated a series of grants to support LISC’s network of Centers for Working Families, including several grants to fund the hiring of financial coaches.
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Preservation Compact Gears Up to Save
Cook County Homes
Four out of every ten households in Cook County live in rental housing, making it
a critical part of the regional economy. But a new study prepared by DePaul
University’s Real Estate Center indicates the supply of rental housing isn’t keeping
up with demand. By 2020, the report says, Cook County’s supply of low-cost
rental housing is expected to drop by 78,000 units while demand is projected to
grow by 34,000 households.
As part of a countywide effort to reverse this trend, leaders from the public, private
and non-profit sectors have united, with the support of the MacArthur Foundation,
to form the “ Preservation Compact.”
The Compact has established a series of initiatives called the Rental Housing
Action Plan for Cook County. Initiatives include creation of a preservation fund for
at-risk properties, an inter-agency council to improve coordination and information flow, a rental housing data clearinghouse for at-risk properties, an energy
savers program to cut operating costs, a rental housing alliance to help tenants
seek new ownership and lowered property taxes on multi-family rental units.
" These initiatives will have an immediate impact on local families, but they also
offer clear strategies to preserve and maintain – for years to come – one of our most
precious
assets:
working people and
their homes," says
Quintin E. Primo III,
Co-chair of the
Preservation
Compact
and
Chairman and CEO
of Capri Capital
Partners,
LLC.
" Saving 75,000 of
these
homes
through 2020 will
affect well over
200,000 low- and
moderat e- income
Preservation Compact Co-Chairs Julia Stasch, Vice President
Chicago area resiof Human and Community Development of the John D.
dents, honest, workand Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and Quintin Primo,
ing-class families of
Chairman and CEO of Capri Capital Partners, LLC
every ethnicity."
at the Preservation Compact launch
LISC/Chicago is leading efforts to create and manage two of four financing tools
included in the Preservation Compact. These include the Preservation Acquisition
Fund, which will provide flexible and timely acquisition capital for non-profit and
for-profit preservation buyers, and the existant Property Stabilization Fund, which
provides grants to rehabilitate government-subsidized rental properties.
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New Board Member

LISC/Chicago welcomes DeShana
Forney, Executive Director of the
Illinois Housing Development
Authority (IHDA), to its Board of
Advisors. As Executive Director of
the IHDA, Forney is at the head of the
State’s efforts to create and sustain
affordable housing for Illinois’ lowand moderate-income residents.

ONE NORTH LASALLE ST. 12TH FLOOR
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60602
(312) 360-0800
FAX (312) 360-0183
Local Initiatives
Support Corporation/Chicago

CHAIR

Perry Pero
The Northern Trust Co. (retired)

VICE CHAIR
Valerie Jarrett
The Habitat Co.

New LISC Staff Member

Marva
Williams,
Ph.D.,
Senior
Program
Officer,
LISC/Chicago

Centers for Working
Families Tax Prep
Yields Savings

Nearly 6,000 Chicago families were able
to maximize their federal tax savings thanks
to the expanded services being offered by
Centers for Working Families (CWF) sites
throughout Chicago. With help now available at seven LISC-funded sites, 5,844 families received refunds totaling $9,173,087
this year. A report from the Center for
Economic Progress (CEP) which manages
the program, showed returns prepared
at CWF sites accounted for nearly half
the refunds realized through all CEP tax
preparation sites. Tax services are now
available at the Abraham Lincoln Center
(Quad Communities), the Association
House (Humboldt Park), Bethel New Life
Center (West Garfield Park), Instituto
del Progreso Latino (Pilsen), Woodlawn
Preservation & Investment Corporation
(Woodlawn), Southeast Chicago
Development Commission (Southeast
Chicago) and the St. Sabina Employment
Center (Auburn Gresham).
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LISC/Chicago also would like to
welcome new staff member Marva
Williams, Ph.D. Williams previously was Senior Vice President of
the Woodstock Institute for ten
years and spent nine years with East
Liberty Development Inc., a community development corporation in
Pittsburgh. Williams is a Senior
Program Officer directing LISC’s
Great Neighborhoods Program.
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Save the Date! 14

th

Annual Chicago Neighborhood Development Awards

February 7, 2008, is the date for this year’s Chicago Neighborhood Development Awards
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. Valerie Jarrett, President and CEO of The Habitat Company
and a leader in both the private and public sectors who has contributed greatly to the
vibrancy of our city and its neighborhoods, will serve as event Chair.
Applications for CNDA can be downloaded at www.lisc-cnda.org and are due by 5 p.m.
Sept. 12, 2007, to the Local Initiatives Support Corporation’s Chicago office, One North
LaSalle St., 12th floor, Chicago, IL 60602. Applications for the Richard H. Driehaus
Foundation Award for Architectural Excellence in Community Design also are also out and
are due Oct. 5 at the LISC/Chicago office.
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Chicago Bulls Support Youth Basketball League
and Arts Programs in Chicago Neighborhoods
On Friday nights, you can feel the excitement in Chicago’s Pilsen, Little Village, and North
Lawndale neighborhoods. In all three areas, LISC/Chicago has teamed up with the
Chicago Bulls organization to support an alternative to the usual Friday night hangouts.
Hoops in the Hood, sponsored by the Chicago Bulls, is an inner city basketball league,
including The Resurrection Basketball League (Pilsen), BBall on the Block/Block
Arte (Little Village) and the Summer Slam Basketball League (North Lawndale)
drawing several hundred young people between 8 and 18 for a Friday night
summer series that combines basketball, community art and health awareness.

See “BASKETBALL”, Page 2

Baseball slides home to West Haven
The revitalization of West Haven is gaining momentum: not only are there new
housing, shopping and job opportunities, but at long last, a baseball program
blossoming in and around Touhy-Herbert Park on Adams, just west of Damen.
A May 24 gathering celebrated the Chicago Park District's overhaul of the ball
diamond there, complete with a clay skin infield, backstop fencing, dugout
benches and, most impressively, a wireless, electronic centerfield scoreboard
donated by LaSalle Bank.
The Near West Side Community Development Corporation's summer baseball
program is fielding two teams of young men and women aged 10-15. Supported

See “BASEBALL”, Page 2

Youth Bicycle Programs Promote a Healthier
Lifestyle in Chicago's Neighborhoods
What is a community-based response to the challenge of childhood obesity? This
was the question several communities struggled with during their quality-of-life
planning back in 2003 and 2004 at the launch of the New Communities
Program (NCP). As one response, three NCP communities have advanced successful youth biking programs to meet the challenge.
Humboldt Park’s Bickerdike Redevelopment Corp. was one of the first to address the
issue. With seed funding from LISC and LaSalle Bank and partnering with Working
Bikes Cooperative, Bickerdike launched BickerBikes in 2004. This summer-long

See “BICYCLE”, Page 3
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Preservation Compact Gears Up to Save
Cook County Homes
Four out of every ten households in Cook County live in rental housing, making it
a critical part of the regional economy. But a new study prepared by DePaul
University’s Real Estate Center indicates the supply of rental housing isn’t keeping
up with demand. By 2020, the report says, Cook County’s supply of low-cost
rental housing is expected to drop by 78,000 units while demand is projected to
grow by 34,000 households.
As part of a countywide effort to reverse this trend, leaders from the public, private
and non-profit sectors have united with the support of the MacArthur Foundation.
Guided by the Urban Land Institute, they have formed the Preservation Compact.
The Compact has established a series of initiatives called the Rental Housing
Action Plan for Cook County. Initiatives include creation of a preservation fund for
at-risk properties, an inter-agency council to improve coordination and information flow, a rental housing data clearinghouse for at-risk properties, an energy
savers program to cut operating costs, a rental housing alliance to help tenants
seek new ownership and lowered property taxes on multi-family rental units.
" These initiatives will have an immediate impact on local families, but they also
offer clear strategies to preserve and maintain – for years to come – one of our most
precious
assets:
working people and
their homes," says
Quintin E. Primo III,
Co-chair of the
Preservation
Compact
and
Chairman and CEO
of Capri Capital
Partners,
LLC.
" Saving 75,000 of
these
homes
through 2020 will
affect well over
200,000 low- and
moderat e- income
Preservation Compact Co-Chairs Julia Stasch, Vice President
Chicago area resiof Human and Community Development of the John D.
dents, honest, workand Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and Quintin Primo,
ing-class families of
Chairman and CEO of Capri Capital Partners, LLC
every ethnicity."
at the Preservation Compact launch
LISC/Chicago is leading efforts to create and manage two of four financing tools
included in the Preservation Compact. These include the Preservation Acquisition
Fund, which will provide flexible and timely acquisition capital for non-profit and
for-profit preservation buyers and the existant Property Stabilization Fund, which
provides grants to rehabilitate government-subsidized rental properties.
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Forney, Executive Director of the
Illinois Housing Development
Authority (IHDA), to its Board of
Advisors. As Executive Director of
the IHDA, Forney is at the head of the
State’s efforts to create and sustain
affordable housing for Illinois’ lowand moderate-income residents.
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Nearly 6,000 Chicago families were able
to maximize their federal tax savings thanks
to the expanded services being offered by
Centers for Working Families (CWF) sites
throughout Chicago. With help now available at seven LISC-funded sites, 5,844 families received refunds totaling $9,173,087
this year. A report from the Center for
Economic Progress (CEP) which manages
the program, showed returns prepared
at CWF sites accounted for nearly half
the refunds realized through all CEP tax
preparation sites. Tax services are now
available at the Abraham Lincoln Center
(Quad Communities), the Association
House (Humboldt Park), Bethel New Life
Center (West Garfield Park), Instituto
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Annual Chicago Neighborhood Development Awards

February 7, 2008, is the date for this year’s Chicago Neighborhood Development Awards
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. Valerie Jarrett, President and CEO of The Habitat Company
and a leader in both the private and public sectors who has contributed greatly to the
vibrancy of our city and its neighborhoods, will serve as event Chair.
Applications for CNDA can be downloaded at www.lisc-cnda.org and are due by 5 p.m.
Sept. 12, 2007, to the Local Initiatives Support Corporation’s Chicago office, One North
LaSalle St., 12th floor, Chicago, IL 60602. Applications for the Richard H. Driehaus
Foundation Award for Architectural Excellence in Community Design also are also out and
are due Oct. 5 at the LISC/Chicago office.
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Chicago Bulls Support Youth Basketball League
and Arts Programs in Chicago Neighborhoods
On Friday nights, you can feel the excitement in Chicago’s Pilsen, Little Village, and North
Lawndale neighborhoods. In all three areas, LISC/Chicago has teamed up with the
Chicago Bulls organization to support an alternative to the usual Friday night hangouts.
Hoops in the Hood, sponsored by the Chicago Bulls, is an inner city basketball league,
including The Resurrection Basketball League (Pilsen), BBall on the Block/Block
Arte (Little Village) and the Summer Slam Basketball League (North Lawndale)
drawing several hundred young people between 8 and 18 for a Friday night
summer series that combines basketball, community art and health awareness.

See “BASKETBALL”, Page 2

Baseball slides home to West Haven
Slow at first, the revitalization of West Haven is gaining momentum. There are new
housing, shopping and job opportunities and, at long last, a baseball program
to complement other youth activities blossoming in and around Touhy-Herbert
Park on Adams, just west of Damen.
A May 24 gathering celebrated the Chicago Park District's overhaul of the ball diamond
there, complete with a clay skin infield, backstop fencing, dugout benches and, most
impressively, a wireless, electronic centerfield scoreboard donated by LaSalle Bank.
The Near West Side Community Development Corporation's summer baseball
program is fielding two teams of young men and women aged 10-15. Supported

See “BASEBALL”, Page 2

Youth Bicycle Programs Promote a Healthier
Lifestyle in Chicago's Neighborhoods
What is a community-based response to the challenge of childhood obesity? This
was the question several communities struggled with during their quality-of-life
planning back in 2003 and 2004 at the launch of the New Communities
Program (NCP). As one response, three NCP communities have advanced successful youth biking programs to meet the challenge.
Humboldt Park’s Bickerdike Redevelopment Corp. was one of the first to address the
issue. With seed funding from LISC and LaSalle Bank and partnering with Working
Bikes Cooperative, Bickerdike launched BickerBikes in 2004. This summer-long

See “BICYCLE”, Page 3
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