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MetroEdge Moves to LISC,
Helps Chicago Neighborhoods Attract
Commercial Development
Beginning this January, LISC/Chicago will have a fantastic resource to help make the case
for commercial investment in urban neighborhoods when MetroEdge, formerly a business
of the ShoreBank Corporation, will come under the direction of National LISC. MetroEdge
was launched in 1998 to collect and analyze national and local data to assess the market potential in urban areas, and will continue its mission, but under the LISC banner.
“Commercial revitalization has been identified as a critical element in the community
plans of a number of neighborhoods where LISC works, including all of the New
Communities Program (NCP) neighborhoods, and in National LISC’s own new strategic
plan,” said Joel Bookman, NCP Director. “We are excited that MetroEdge will provide neighborhoods with the resources to implement their plans and attract business investment. In
fact, we already have several projects in the pipeline both in Chicago and nationally.”
In the coming year MetroEdge will develop market profiles of the 16 neighborhoods
involved in NCP. In four communities, MetroEdge will complete comprehensive retail
scans, analyzing concentrated buying power, service sector gaps, income diversity,
the amount and type of private and public investment, and “float” by retail category
(the amount of unmet retail opportunity in a geographic area). Other NCP communities will receive similar analyses in subsequent years.
In addition, it is expected that LISC MetroEdge will begin work in one community outside
of Chicago in 2006 and expand into other cities in LISC’s network in subsequent years.

Groundbreaking Community Land
Trust to Preserve Affordable Housing
Chicago became the first large city in the nation
this December to create a city-wide Community
Land Trust (CLT) to preserve affordable housing.
The Chicago Community Land Trust, a non-profit
corporation with a board appointed by Mayor
Richard M. Daley, will fund affordable housing projects, and guarantee continued affordability by
controlling the resale value of funded properties.
“The creation of a Community Land Trust is part of
our ongoing commitment to provide high-quality
affordable housing for the people of Chicago, so
that our city can remain affordable for people of every
age, income and background,” said Mayor Daley
at a press conference to announce the Trust.

Kedzie Condos in Humboldt Park

The Trust will control resale values by maintaining ownership of land, and leasing
properties to homebuyers on a long-term, renewable basis. The property’s resale
value will be determined by a formula accounting for enhancements to the property
and insuring a reasonable profit to the owner.
“The Trust is allowing residents who would otherwise be unable to purchase a home in the neighborhood to become homeowners and in many cases, return to a community from which they
were displaced by rising rental costs and property taxes,” said Paul Roldan, President, Hispanic
Housing Development Corporation and developer of Kedzie Condos, the Trust’s first project.
For Kedzie Condos in Humboldt Park, the City of Chicago used the Trust to allow HHDC to
build and sell homes that would normally sell for $300,000 or more for as little as $150,000.
Department of Housing officials, who will administer the Trust, hope to have at least 300
units in the Trust’s portfolio within the next three years. Startup costs for the Trust are
being funded by a three-year, $396,000 grant from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation after which time the Trust is expected to become self-sustaining.

WINTER 2006

Nationally
Recognized
Consultant
Takes Top
Post at NCP

For the last eight months, Joel
Bookman, former head of the
North River Commission and a
national consultant on community development issues, has
been serving as the Interim
Director of the New Communities
Program at LISC. In that time,
Joel helped to lead the official
roll-out of the plans last May,
to develop NCP’s first internal
strategic plan, and to guide the
NCP lead agencies through the
transition from planning to
implementation. This December,
LISC offered and Joel accepted
the permanent position of NCP
Director, replacing Amanda
Carney, who left LISC in 2005 to
spend more time with her family.
“We’re very fortunate to have
someone of Joel’s experience
and standing join us in this
program” said Andrew Mooney.
“I know that Joel and Susana
Vasquez (NCP Deputy Director)
are going to be a formidable
team as we move into the future.”
Prior to joining NCP, Joel traveled
the world as a consultant following twenty-five years with the
North River Commission, where
he led the northwest side community through several periods
of change and won acclaim for
projects such as the revitalization
of the Lawrence Avenue corridor,
the creation of North Park Village,
the construction of North Side
Prep and the redevelopment of
Mayfair Commons.
In addition to his ongoing work
with NCP, Joel is currently helping to integrate MetroEdge (see
related story on this page) into
the LISC family of programs.
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LISC Recognizes Its Award-Winning Partners
LISC has the good fortune to work with tremendously dedicated and talented community partners
and staff, whose efforts are being recognized nationwide. This quarter we send congratulations to…
The Logan Square Neighborhood Association (LSNA)
Education Team, which received the Ford Foundation’s 2005
Leadership for a Changing World Award for helping to transform seven Chicago public schools. The LSNA team was recognized for campaigning and winning a fight for school refurbishment and construction, developing a 120-person parent
mentor program, creating in-school adult learning and student
tutoring centers, a literacy ambassadors program that brought
1,300 teachers into students’ homes, a program to train parents as bilingual teachers, and a parent-run health outreach
effort that enrolled 2,337 people in health-related programs.

Katherine Donofrio
Peoples Energy Corporation
Dorothy Even
Allstate Insurance Company
Frances Grossman
ShoreBank Corporation
Michael Lewis
Harris Trust and Savings Bank

Members of the LSNA Education
Team: Ada Ayala, Lisette MorenoKuri, Leticia Barrera, Joanna Brown,
and Maria Alviso (from left).

Claretian Associates, Inc. for receiving the 2005 national runner-up of The Home Depot Foundation’s
“Award of Excellence for Affordable Housing Built Responsibly” in the Homeownership category. Claretian’s New Homes for Chicago project, a development of 17 single family homes and 8
two-flats using green technology, achieved the Foundation’s mission of creating healthy and efficient homes that are affordable
for people of low to moderate incomes over the long term.
LISC Program Officer Sean Harden for receiving the "Innovative
Solutions" Award at the Illinois Workforce Development Conference.
The award recognizes Sean for his leadership in developing the
employment component of the Chicago Manufacturing Campus
in South Chicago. The campus placed nearly 1,300 Chicagoans
in jobs, which make up over 80% of the workforce in each of
the companies that moved into the new industrial park.

Kelly King Dibble
Illinois Housing Dev. Authority

John G. Markowski
Department of Housing
John Newman
LaSalle Bank N.A.
Hipolito Roldan
Hispanic Housing Dev. Corp.
David Vitale
Chicago Public Schools
Thomas Weeks
LR Development
Andrew J. Mooney
Senior Program Director
LISC/Chicago

Andrew Mooney accepts the Jane
Addams Resource Corporation’s
"Non Profit Partnership Award" on
behalf of the LISC/Chicago staff and
community partners.
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LISC Marks 25 Years of Work in Chicago
Capital Campaign Reaches $35 Million Milestone
Celebrating LISC’s accomplishments and the partnerships forged to bring about
change in Chicago’s neighborhoods, more than 200 leaders from the city’s government, business, community, and philanthropic sectors gathered at the Arts
Club in November to mark LISC’s 25th Anniversary.
“Chicago’s neighborhoods are the strongest
in the nation – and one of the reasons why
is LISC, which has provided the funding
and technical advice that our communities have needed to maintain or regain
their health,” said Mayor Richard M. Daley.
“Having worked with LISC for nearly 20
years, I could ask for no better partner.”
“Since 1980, when LISC/Chicago began
providing capital and technical assistance to local community development
corporations to reclaim the city’s neighborhoods, we have seen unprecedented
change for the better,” said Mooney.
“After twenty-five years, we thought it was
time to celebrate this accomplishment.”

Andrew Mooney of LISC (second from left)
and Board Chair Perry Pero (right) with the
Campaign Co-chairs at LISC/Chicago’s
25th Anniversary event.
Campaign Co-chairs (from left to right)
Former Chief of the Cook County Bureau
of Health Services Ruth Rothstein, civic
leader Marjorie Benton and Chicago Public
Schools Chief Administration Officer David
Vitale. Not Pictured: Midwest Chairman
of JPMorgan Chase William Daley

At the event, LISC also announced it has
reached a milestone in its current fiveyear “Smart Money…Great Neighborhoods”
campaign. Launched just one year ago,
with a goal of $40 million dollars, the
campaign has already raised $35 million,
with the support of its dedicated co-chairs.
Guests at the celebration also got a first look
at LISC’s “Neighborhood Snapshots” photography exhibit. The exhibit by notable local
The “Neighborhood Snapshots”
photographers Eric Young Smith and Juan
exhibit on display at The Arts Club
Francisco Hernandez and others features
50 color photos of communities in which LISC works. The exhibit was on public display at the Daley Center in December and will travel to other community sites this year.
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12th Annual Chicago
Neighborhood
Development Awards
With the best cocktail party in the city, a rousing debate on green building, and a keynote
address by Mayor Daley – the 12th Annual
Chicago Neighborhood Development Awards
should not be missed. This year’s event will be
held Thursday, February 2nd at the Chicago
Hilton & Towers and if you haven’t yet purchased tickets, now is the time.
Kicking off the
event at 3:00pm, a
panel of development and environmental experts will
hash out the value
of building green.
Urban
affairs
columnist John
McCarron will moderate the discussion
among Sadhu Johnston, Commissioner,
Chicago Department of Environment;
Angela Hurlock, Executive Director,
Claretian Associates; architect Bill Worn;
and Calvin Holmes, Executive Director,
Chicago Community Loan Fund.
Following the forum, leaders in the worlds of
finance, architecture and development will
announce the Award winners as well as the
recipients of the Richard H. Dreihaus
Foundation Award for Architectural Excellence
in Community Design, and of course, the
Friend of the Neighborhoods Award.
"We are delighted to help celebrate innovators whose work is developing strong and
dynamic Chicago neighborhoods," said John
W. Rowe, Chairman and CEO of Exelon
Corporation,and Chairman of this year's event.
To purchase your tickets, call LISC/Chicago
at: 312-385-4803.
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Northwest Side Manufacturer Receives
Year of Training through TIFWorks
As big-box retailers and low-wage East Asian manufacturers threaten the livelihood of
small and medium-sized American companies, programs like the City’s TIFWorks become
an increasingly important tool to insure local businesses remain competitive and stay in
Chicago. Now five years old, the TIFWorks program provides grants to local businesses,
enabling them to invest in the training of their most important resource: their employees.
C. Cretors and Company, a family-owned manufacturer of popcorn-making machines
and related products on the city’s northwest side, received TIFWorks funding in 2004,
and as a result was able to provide comprehensive on-site training to its 80 employees.
“We applied for a full year of training and we were quite shocked when the City approved
the whole $100,000 grant,” said Andrew Cretors, Project Manager. “We used the funds
in 2004 and 2005 to train our employees in basic electricity, blueprint reading, business
writing and supervisory training.”
“Cretors’ staff, some as tenured as 15 years or more, have been doing the work, but didn’t
necessarily understand why they were putting a part in a certain place or how to take full
advantage of a blueprint. This training provided them with context,” said Ana Martinez, Cretors’
Human Resources Generalist, who heard about TIFWorks through a trade association.
In addition to providing funds for custom training programs like that used by Cretors,
TIF/Works also funds English as a Second Language instruction, new equipment training and industry-specific training related to regulatory compliance.
"TIFWorks benefits businesses, their employees and the community," said Mayor's Office
of Workforce Development (MOWD) Commissioner David Hanson, whose office administers
the program. "As part of our demand-driven, business-oriented strategy for 2006,TIFWorks
is a fantastic model for building employees’ skills, helping businesses stay on top of changes
in their industry and, ultimately, making Chicago companies more productive and profitable."
LISC/Chicago worked with the City to get the program off the ground in 2000, making
an initial funding commitment to advance funds for the program with support from
Allstate Insurance, Allstate Bank, Harris Bank, LaSalle Bank, MB Financial, Marquette
Bank, Shorebank, and Northern Trust.
Since April of 2000, the Mayor’s Office of Workforce Development has executed 52 TIFWorks
contracts with 50 employers in 24 TIF districts, in industries as varied as administrative
support, healthcare, management, manufacturing, real estate, retail, retail and wholesale
trade, social assistance, and technical services. The average level of funding is $70,640.99.
“We’ve already seen an impact in the stainless steel fabricating shop where we had a significant increase in the workload due to the introduction of many new products to our
equipment line this year; the time required to manufacture new products was less
because the staff already knew how to read the blueprints,” said Martinez.
“Chicago can be an expensive place to do business, and for a business owner, programs
like TIFWorks help to keep us in the city,” said Cretors.
To arrange a TIFWorks consultation, call the Mayor’s Office of Workforce Development
at: (312) 746-7849.
A Cretors employee polishes a popcorn kettle
coater before shipment to Caracas, Venezuela
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As is our new custom, LISC invites commentaries from neighborhood partners for publication in this newsletter. This quarter’s column is by Brenda Palms-Barber, Executive Director
of the North Lawndale Employment Network. NLEN is a non-profit organization which
helps economically isolated individuals, especially former offenders, secure jobs with family-supporting wages, assists employers in recruiting and retaining workers, advocates
on behalf of low-income job-seekers, and builds the capacity of partner organizations.

Financial Incarceration An Economic Perspective
on North Lawndale
The financial services and products available for the residents of North Lawndale are in dire need of change.
Yes, North Lawndale is an economically mixed community which has a growing number of residents who are making more then sustainable wages, but we continue to have
a long way to go for many others in the community.

Brenda Palms-Barber

Executive Director, North
Lawndale Employment Network

The percentage of North Lawndale residents who earn less than $15,000 a year is twice that
of Chicago residents. Forty percent of North Lawndale households maintain incomes of less
than $15,000, compared with 20% of Chicago households generally.
As the saying goes, the rich get richer and the poor get poorer. It’s easier to save money when
you’re rich – there are tons of people competing for a share of your interest. Not so when
you’re poor. Residents of North Lawndale have a lower percentage of households that have
bank accounts, credit cards, and student and car loans than in the city as a whole.
Because they don’t have bank accounts, many North Lawndale residents are forced to use
money orders, short term loans, check cashing and other fringe financial products and institutions. These methods are costly and require those with already low incomes to pay for services that people involved in the banking mainstream receive for free.
These barriers to financial freedom have created what amounts to financial incarceration for
many residents of the North Lawndale community.
NLEN is just one organization helping to break the cycle of imprisonment – financial and otherwise
– in North Lawndale. Thanks to assistance from LISC/Chicago and the Annie E. Casey Foundation,
NLEN is host to one of a growing number of Centers for Working Families in Chicago. Through
the Center, NLEN provides its resident-clients with long-term financial counseling, credit repair,
budget tools, employment supports, Real Benefits assessments for public supports, and monthly
follow up to collect and measure how these services are moving people towards financial empowerment.
Through a partnership with the Center for Economic Progress (CEP), NLEN is also able to provide clients with access to quality financial services and information about money management.
In time we believe these efforts will improve participation in several local individual development accounts and homeownership programs.
Through a combination of pre-employment training, job placement and neighborhood-based financial services,designed for the needs of the community,we can help North Lawndale residents become
better prepared for homeownership, financial freedom, and lives filled with hope and success.
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LISC
Credited with
Transformation
of Chicago’s
Neighborhoods
in Newsweek

Interview with Marilyn Hennessy,
President, The Retirement Research Foundation

Newsweek columnist and
Chicago-native Jonathan Alter
recognized the changes underway in North Lawndale and
other parts of the city’s
Westside in an article for the
January 9th issue of the magazine. Comparing LISC/Chicago’s
involvement in neighborhood
transformation to the civil rights
legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Alter wrote “they lack the
drama of freedom marches,
but stronger ties between the
corporate world and dedicated
community leaders are now the
proven routes to urban revival.”
Alter toured the Near West Side
and North Lawndale in
November, interviewing, among
others, LISC/Chicago Senior
Program Director Andrew
Mooney, President of the John
D. and Catherine T. Mac Arthur
Foundation Jonathan Fanton,
veteran Near West Side activist
Earnest Gates, Richard Townsell
of
Lawndale
Christian
Development Corporation and
Executive Director of the North
Lawndale Employment Network
Brenda Palms-Barber, in preparation for his piece. To read the
full
article,
go
to
www.lisc.org/chicago.

How did you first get involved with LISC/Chicago?
We have long recognized housing to be an important need of the elderly. As a medium sized foundation, rather than invest a lot of money in housing
construction, we thought it made sense to make
low interest loans, or what we refer to as programrelated investments (PRI), to sources involved in the
development of affordable housing for seniors.

Established by John D. MacArthur, the Retirement Research
Foundation, a national foundation based in Chicago, has invested
more than $165 million since 1978 in efforts to meet the needs of
older Americans. Having recently provided LISC with a $300,000
grant to support the development of senior housing, the Foundation’s
President Marilyn Hennessy took time to talk about
LISC and the approaching opportunities and challenges presented by an aging population.

As a result, back in 1989, RRF made its first PRI to
LISC/Chicago for the conversion of the Sutherland
Hotel into senior housing.

a strong interest in enabling older people to live independently
in their community, thus we are concerned with affordable
housing, income supports (SSI), medical care and health care.
Already today over 3 million persons age 62 and older have urgent,
unmet housing needs. But when the first of the baby boomers reaches 65, the number of seniors will increase dramatically. By the year 2020, one in six Americans will
be age 65 or older and one-third of senior households are expected to have housing needs. The
need for affordable senior housing is undeniable.
LISC is concerned with creating strong,
healthy communities, why would you say it’s
important to incorporate seniors into comprehensive community plans?
Our goal is that seniors are seen as integral and
contributing parts of a community. For example, we provide grants to houses of worship to
make their facilities accessible to older people
and the handicapped and encourage groups
to market their events and activities to all parts
of their community, including seniors.

Marilyn Hennessy, President,The
Retirement Research Foundation
Then you contributed to LISC’s 2000
Campaign and in doing so helped to launch
the successful Illinois Affordable Assisted Living Initiative, Metro Chicago Information Center did a study of communities,
creating nearly 1,000 units of such housing across the state. which showed that the majority of Chicago boomers plan to
Yes, we made our first major grant to LISC to help launch IAALI. Our remain in Chicago, and many do not want to be isolated in senior$950,000 contribution was targeted to creating downstate facili- only communities. The study also showed that a senior housing develties, the Chicago Community Trust’s contribution was targeted to opment was a greater economic benefit than some businesses.
facilities in Chicago, and the Community Memorial Society pro- So senior housing and the presence of seniors can and should
vided start-up funds as well. We got involved in the project when be seen as a community asset and more and more communithe state of Illinois passed legislation to allow Medicaid dollars ties are recognizing the value of being senior-friendly.
and some state dollars to be used for services in the facilities –
Why did you donate to LISC/Chicago?
which made assisted living affordable for older adults.
We see LISC as a financially strong organization that has competence
What are your priorities as the Baby Boomers reach 60?
in housing development and a track record of completing successful
As supply and demand as well as policies change, we change our projects. The overriding factor is that one of our goals is to create
emphasis, but the areas of concern remain the same. We have affordable housing and LISC has the capacity to make that happen.

LISC Surpasses its 2005 Goals: 4th Quarter Grants and Loans
LISC closes the final quarter of 2005, having disbursed more than two million dollars – $1,175,000 as loans, $851,722 in grants and
$35,000 in recoverable grants to support the work of its community development partners across the region.
Thirteen lead agencies in the New Communities Program, the comprehensive grassroots community development effort underway
in 16 Chicago neighborhoods, received operating grant support.
LISC helped to preserve 86 units of affordable housing through a $925,000 Homestead Fund loan to the Woodlawn Preservation and
Investment Corporation for the stabilization of the Drexel Terrace Apartments in Woodlawn. The fund also made grants to Lakefront
Supportive Housing to cover a portion of the project manager fees for its new Near North SRO, and to the Family Counseling Center,
Inc for predevelopment expenses associated with a 45-unit supportive living facility in the southern Illinois town of Vienna.
The Main Street Fund, aiming to catalyze economic development, provided a $25,000 grant to provide Project Match’s service to the
Bethel New Life Job Resource Center in West Garfield Park.
A $250,000 line of credit from the Civic Life Fund will stabilize the cash flow of Bronzeville’s Abraham Lincoln Center, while a grant from the
Fund also supported the Centers for New Horizons’ community youth summit and cross community softball league in the same neighborhood.
LISC/Chicago surpassed its goals for the 2005 calendar year, approving more than $5.2 million in loans for residential and commercial
real estate development, or 131% of its $4 million goal, and more than $4.6 million in grants, 106% of its goal.
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MetroEdge Moves to LISC,
Helps Chicago Neighborhoods Attract
Commercial Development
Beginning this January, LISC/Chicago will have a fantastic resource to help make the case
for commercial investment in urban neighborhoods when MetroEdge, formerly a business
of the ShoreBank Corporation, will come under the direction of National LISC. MetroEdge
was launched in 1998 to collect and analyze national and local data to assess the market potential in urban areas, and will continue its mission, but under the LISC banner.
“Commercial revitalization has been identified as a critical element in the community
plans of a number of neighborhoods where LISC works, including all of the New
Communities Program (NCP) neighborhoods, and in National LISC’s own new strategic
plan,” said Joel Bookman, NCP Director. “We are excited that MetroEdge will provide neighborhoods with the resources to implement their plans and attract business investment. In
fact, we already have several projects in the pipeline both in Chicago and nationally.”
In the coming year MetroEdge will develop market profiles of the 16 neighborhoods
involved in NCP. In four communities, MetroEdge will complete comprehensive retail
scans, analyzing concentrated buying power, service sector gaps, income diversity,
the amount and type of private and public investment, and “float” by retail category
(the amount of unmet retail opportunity in a geographic area). Other NCP communities will receive similar analyses in subsequent years.
In addition, it is expected that LISC MetroEdge will begin work in one community outside
of Chicago in 2006 and expand into other cities in LISC’s network in subsequent years.

Groundbreaking Community Land
Trust to Preserve Affordable Housing
Chicago became the first large city in the nation
this December to create a city-wide Community
Land Trust (CLT) to preserve affordable housing.
The Chicago Community Land Trust, a non-profit
corporation with a board appointed by Mayor
Richard M. Daley, will fund affordable housing projects, and guarantee continued affordability by
controlling the resale value of funded properties.
“The creation of a Community Land Trust is part of
our ongoing commitment to provide high-quality
affordable housing for the people of Chicago, so
that our city can remain affordable for people of every
age, income and background,” said Mayor Daley
at a press conference to announce the Trust.

Kedzie Condos in Humboldt Park

The Trust will control resale values by maintaining ownership of land, and leasing
properties to homebuyers on a long-term, renewable basis. The property’s resale
value will be determined by a formula accounting for enhancements to the property
and insuring a reasonable profit to the owner.
“The Trust is allowing residents who would otherwise be unable to purchase a home in the neighborhood to become homeowners and in many cases, return to a community from which they
were displaced by rising rental costs and property taxes,” said Paul Roldan, President, Hispanic
Housing Development Corporation and developer of Kedzie Condos, the Trust’s first project.
For Kedzie Condos in Humboldt Park, the City of Chicago used the Trust to allow HHDC to
build and sell homes that would normally sell for $300,000 or more for as little as $150,000.
Department of Housing officials, who will administer the Trust, hope to have at least 300
units in the Trust’s portfolio within the next three years. Startup costs for the Trust are
being funded by a three-year, $396,000 grant from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation after which time the Trust is expected to become self-sustaining.
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For the last eight months, Joel
Bookman, former head of the
North River Commission and a
national consultant on community development issues, has
been serving as the Interim
Director of the New Communities
Program at LISC. In that time,
Joel helped to lead the official
roll-out of the plans last May,
to develop NCP’s first internal
strategic plan, and to guide the
NCP lead agencies through the
transition from planning to
implementation. This December,
LISC offered and Joel accepted
the permanent position of NCP
Director, replacing Amanda
Carney, who left LISC in 2005 to
spend more time with her family.
“We’re very fortunate to have
someone of Joel’s experience
and standing join us in this
program” said Andrew Mooney.
“I know that Joel and Susana
Vasquez (NCP Deputy Director)
are going to be a formidable
team as we move into the future.”
Prior to joining NCP, Joel traveled
the world as a consultant following twenty-five years with the
North River Commission, where
he led the northwest side community through several periods
of change and won acclaim for
projects such as the revitalization
of the Lawrence Avenue corridor,
the creation of North Park Village,
the construction of North Side
Prep and the redevelopment of
Mayfair Commons.
In addition to his ongoing work
with NCP, Joel is currently helping to integrate MetroEdge (see
related story on this page) into
the LISC family of programs.
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LISC Recognizes Its Award-Winning Partners
LISC has the good fortune to work with tremendously dedicated and talented community partners
and staff, whose efforts are being recognized nationwide. This quarter we send congratulations to…
The Logan Square Neighborhood Association (LSNA)
Education Team, which received the Ford Foundation’s 2005
Leadership for a Changing World Award for helping to transform seven Chicago public schools. The LSNA team was recognized for campaigning and winning a fight for school refurbishment and construction, developing a 120-person parent
mentor program, creating in-school adult learning and student
tutoring centers, a literacy ambassadors program that brought
1,300 teachers into students’ homes, a program to train parents as bilingual teachers, and a parent-run health outreach
effort that enrolled 2,337 people in health-related programs.
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Members of the LSNA Education
Team: Ada Ayala, Lisette MorenoKuri, Leticia Barrera, Joanna Brown,
and Maria Alviso (from left).

Claretian Associates, Inc. for receiving the 2005 national runner-up of The Home Depot Foundation’s
“Award of Excellence for Affordable Housing Built Responsibly” in the Homeownership category. Claretian’s New Homes for Chicago project, a development of 17 single family homes and 8
two-flats using green technology, achieved the Foundation’s mission of creating healthy and efficient homes that are affordable
for people of low to moderate incomes over the long term.
LISC Program Officer Sean Harden for receiving the "Innovative
Solutions" Award at the Illinois Workforce Development Conference.
The award recognizes Sean for his leadership in developing the
employment component of the Chicago Manufacturing Campus
in South Chicago. The campus placed nearly 1,300 Chicagoans
in jobs, which make up over 80% of the workforce in each of
the companies that moved into the new industrial park.
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Andrew Mooney accepts the Jane
Addams Resource Corporation’s
"Non Profit Partnership Award" on
behalf of the LISC/Chicago staff and
community partners.
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LISC Marks 25 Years of Work in Chicago
Capital Campaign Reaches $35 Million Milestone
Celebrating LISC’s accomplishments and the partnerships forged to bring about
change in Chicago’s neighborhoods, more than 200 leaders from the city’s government, business, community, and philanthropic sectors gathered at the Arts
Club in November to mark LISC’s 25th Anniversary.
“Chicago’s neighborhoods are the strongest
in the nation – and one of the reasons why
is LISC, which has provided the funding
and technical advice that our communities have needed to maintain or regain
their health,” said Mayor Richard M. Daley.
“Having worked with LISC for nearly 20
years, I could ask for no better partner.”
“Since 1980, when LISC/Chicago began
providing capital and technical assistance to local community development
corporations to reclaim the city’s neighborhoods, we have seen unprecedented
change for the better,” said Mooney.
“After twenty-five years, we thought it was
time to celebrate this accomplishment.”

Andrew Mooney of LISC (second from left)
and Board Chair Perry Pero (right) with the
Campaign Co-chairs at LISC/Chicago’s
25th Anniversary event.
Campaign Co-chairs (from left to right)
Former Chief of the Cook County Bureau
of Health Services Ruth Rothstein, civic
leader Marjorie Benton and Chicago Public
Schools Chief Administration Officer David
Vitale. Not Pictured: Midwest Chairman
of JPMorgan Chase William Daley

At the event, LISC also announced it has
reached a milestone in its current fiveyear “Smart Money…Great Neighborhoods”
campaign. Launched just one year ago,
with a goal of $40 million dollars, the
campaign has already raised $35 million,
with the support of its dedicated co-chairs.
Guests at the celebration also got a first look
at LISC’s “Neighborhood Snapshots” photography exhibit. The exhibit by notable local
The “Neighborhood Snapshots”
photographers Eric Young Smith and Juan
exhibit on display at The Arts Club
Francisco Hernandez and others features
50 color photos of communities in which LISC works. The exhibit was on public display at the Daley Center in December and will travel to other community sites this year.
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12th Annual Chicago
Neighborhood
Development Awards
With the best cocktail party in the city, a rousing debate on green building, and a keynote
address by Mayor Daley – the 12th Annual
Chicago Neighborhood Development Awards
should not be missed. This year’s event will be
held Thursday, February 2nd at the Chicago
Hilton & Towers and if you haven’t yet purchased tickets, now is the time.
Kicking off the
event at 3:00pm, a
panel of development and environmental experts will
hash out the value
of building green.
Urban
affairs
columnist John
McCarron will moderate the discussion
among Sadhu Johnston, Commissioner,
Chicago Department of Environment;
Angela Hurlock, Executive Director,
Claretian Associates; architect Bill Worn;
and Calvin Holmes, Executive Director,
Chicago Community Loan Fund.
Following the forum, leaders in the worlds of
finance, architecture and development will
announce the Award winners as well as the
recipients of the Richard H. Dreihaus
Foundation Award for Architectural Excellence
in Community Design, and of course, the
Friend of the Neighborhoods Award.
"We are delighted to help celebrate innovators whose work is developing strong and
dynamic Chicago neighborhoods," said John
W. Rowe, Chairman and CEO of Exelon
Corporation,and Chairman of this year's event.
To purchase your tickets, call LISC/Chicago
at: 312-385-4803.
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Northwest Side Manufacturer Receives
Year of Training through TIFWorks
As big-box retailers and low-wage East Asian manufacturers threaten the livelihood of
small and medium-sized American companies, programs like the City’s TIFWorks become
an increasingly important tool to insure local businesses remain competitive and stay in
Chicago. Now five years old, the TIFWorks program provides grants to local businesses,
enabling them to invest in the training of their most important resource: their employees.
C. Cretors and Company, a family-owned manufacturer of popcorn-making machines
and related products on the city’s northwest side, received TIFWorks funding in 2004,
and as a result was able to provide comprehensive on-site training to its 80 employees.
“We applied for a full year of training and we were quite shocked when the City approved
the whole $100,000 grant,” said Andrew Cretors, Project Manager. “We used the funds
in 2004 and 2005 to train our employees in basic electricity, blueprint reading, business
writing and supervisory training.”
“Cretors’ staff, some as tenured as 15 years or more, have been doing the work, but didn’t
necessarily understand why they were putting a part in a certain place or how to take full
advantage of a blueprint. This training provided them with context,” said Ana Martinez, Cretors’
Human Resources Generalist, who heard about TIFWorks through a trade association.
In addition to providing funds for custom training programs like that used by Cretors,
TIF/Works also funds English as a Second Language instruction, new equipment training and industry-specific training related to regulatory compliance.
"TIFWorks benefits businesses, their employees and the community," said Mayor's Office
of Workforce Development (MOWD) Commissioner David Hanson, whose office administers
the program. "As part of our demand-driven, business-oriented strategy for 2006,TIFWorks
is a fantastic model for building employees’ skills, helping businesses stay on top of changes
in their industry and, ultimately, making Chicago companies more productive and profitable."
LISC/Chicago worked with the City to get the program off the ground in 2000, making
an initial funding commitment to advance funds for the program with support from
Allstate Insurance, Allstate Bank, Harris Bank, LaSalle Bank, MB Financial, Marquette
Bank, Shorebank, and Northern Trust.
Since April of 2000, the Mayor’s Office of Workforce Development has executed 52 TIFWorks
contracts with 50 employers in 24 TIF districts, in industries as varied as administrative
support, healthcare, management, manufacturing, real estate, retail, retail and wholesale
trade, social assistance, and technical services. The average level of funding is $70,640.99.
“We’ve already seen an impact in the stainless steel fabricating shop where we had a significant increase in the workload due to the introduction of many new products to our
equipment line this year; the time required to manufacture new products was less
because the staff already knew how to read the blueprints,” said Martinez.
“Chicago can be an expensive place to do business, and for a business owner, programs
like TIFWorks help to keep us in the city,” said Cretors.
To arrange a TIFWorks consultation, call the Mayor’s Office of Workforce Development
at: (312) 746-7849.
A Cretors employee polishes a popcorn kettle
coater before shipment to Caracas, Venezuela
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As is our new custom, LISC invites commentaries from neighborhood partners for publication in this newsletter. This quarter’s column is by Brenda Palms-Barber, Executive Director
of the North Lawndale Employment Network. NLEN is a non-profit organization which
helps economically isolated individuals, especially former offenders, secure jobs with family-supporting wages, assists employers in recruiting and retaining workers, advocates
on behalf of low-income job-seekers, and builds the capacity of partner organizations.

Financial Incarceration An Economic Perspective
on North Lawndale
The financial services and products available for the residents of North Lawndale are in dire need of change.
Yes, North Lawndale is an economically mixed community which has a growing number of residents who are making more then sustainable wages, but we continue to have
a long way to go for many others in the community.

Brenda Palms-Barber

Executive Director, North
Lawndale Employment Network

The percentage of North Lawndale residents who earn less than $15,000 a year is twice that
of Chicago residents. Forty percent of North Lawndale households maintain incomes of less
than $15,000, compared with 20% of Chicago households generally.
As the saying goes, the rich get richer and the poor get poorer. It’s easier to save money when
you’re rich – there are tons of people competing for a share of your interest. Not so when
you’re poor. Residents of North Lawndale have a lower percentage of households that have
bank accounts, credit cards, and student and car loans than in the city as a whole.
Because they don’t have bank accounts, many North Lawndale residents are forced to use
money orders, short term loans, check cashing and other fringe financial products and institutions. These methods are costly and require those with already low incomes to pay for services that people involved in the banking mainstream receive for free.
These barriers to financial freedom have created what amounts to financial incarceration for
many residents of the North Lawndale community.
NLEN is just one organization helping to break the cycle of imprisonment – financial and otherwise
– in North Lawndale. Thanks to assistance from LISC/Chicago and the Annie E. Casey Foundation,
NLEN is host to one of a growing number of Centers for Working Families in Chicago. Through
the Center, NLEN provides its resident-clients with long-term financial counseling, credit repair,
budget tools, employment supports, Real Benefits assessments for public supports, and monthly
follow up to collect and measure how these services are moving people towards financial empowerment.
Through a partnership with the Center for Economic Progress (CEP), NLEN is also able to provide clients with access to quality financial services and information about money management.
In time we believe these efforts will improve participation in several local individual development accounts and homeownership programs.
Through a combination of pre-employment training, job placement and neighborhood-based financial services,designed for the needs of the community,we can help North Lawndale residents become
better prepared for homeownership, financial freedom, and lives filled with hope and success.
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LISC
Credited with
Transformation
of Chicago’s
Neighborhoods
in Newsweek

Interview with Marilyn Hennessy,
President, The Retirement Research Foundation

Newsweek columnist and
Chicago-native Jonathan Alter
recognized the changes underway in North Lawndale and
other parts of the city’s
Westside in an article for the
January 9th issue of the magazine. Comparing LISC/Chicago’s
involvement in neighborhood
transformation to the civil rights
legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Alter wrote “they lack the
drama of freedom marches,
but stronger ties between the
corporate world and dedicated
community leaders are now the
proven routes to urban revival.”
Alter toured the Near West Side
and North Lawndale in
November, interviewing, among
others, LISC/Chicago Senior
Program Director Andrew
Mooney, President of the John
D. and Catherine T. Mac Arthur
Foundation Jonathan Fanton,
veteran Near West Side activist
Earnest Gates, Richard Townsell
of
Lawndale
Christian
Development Corporation and
Executive Director of the North
Lawndale Employment Network
Brenda Palms-Barber, in preparation for his piece. To read the
full
article,
go
to
www.lisc.org/chicago.

How did you first get involved with LISC/Chicago?
We have long recognized housing to be an important need of the elderly. As a medium sized foundation, rather than invest a lot of money in housing
construction, we thought it made sense to make
low interest loans, or what we refer to as programrelated investments (PRI), to sources involved in the
development of affordable housing for seniors.

Established by John D. MacArthur, the Retirement Research
Foundation, a national foundation based in Chicago, has invested
more than $165 million since 1978 in efforts to meet the needs of
older Americans. Having recently provided LISC with a $300,000
grant to support the development of senior housing, the Foundation’s
President Marilyn Hennessy took time to talk about
LISC and the approaching opportunities and challenges presented by an aging population.

As a result, back in 1989, RRF made its first PRI to
LISC/Chicago for the conversion of the Sutherland
Hotel into senior housing.

a strong interest in enabling older people to live independently
in their community, thus we are concerned with affordable
housing, income supports (SSI), medical care and health care.
Already today over 3 million persons age 62 and older have urgent,
unmet housing needs. But when the first of the baby boomers reaches 65, the number of seniors will increase dramatically. By the year 2020, one in six Americans will
be age 65 or older and one-third of senior households are expected to have housing needs. The
need for affordable senior housing is undeniable.
LISC is concerned with creating strong,
healthy communities, why would you say it’s
important to incorporate seniors into comprehensive community plans?
Our goal is that seniors are seen as integral and
contributing parts of a community. For example, we provide grants to houses of worship to
make their facilities accessible to older people
and the handicapped and encourage groups
to market their events and activities to all parts
of their community, including seniors.

Marilyn Hennessy, President,The
Retirement Research Foundation
Then you contributed to LISC’s 2000
Campaign and in doing so helped to launch
the successful Illinois Affordable Assisted Living Initiative, Metro Chicago Information Center did a study of communities,
creating nearly 1,000 units of such housing across the state. which showed that the majority of Chicago boomers plan to
Yes, we made our first major grant to LISC to help launch IAALI. Our remain in Chicago, and many do not want to be isolated in senior$950,000 contribution was targeted to creating downstate facili- only communities. The study also showed that a senior housing develties, the Chicago Community Trust’s contribution was targeted to opment was a greater economic benefit than some businesses.
facilities in Chicago, and the Community Memorial Society pro- So senior housing and the presence of seniors can and should
vided start-up funds as well. We got involved in the project when be seen as a community asset and more and more communithe state of Illinois passed legislation to allow Medicaid dollars ties are recognizing the value of being senior-friendly.
and some state dollars to be used for services in the facilities –
Why did you donate to LISC/Chicago?
which made assisted living affordable for older adults.
We see LISC as a financially strong organization that has competence
What are your priorities as the Baby Boomers reach 60?
in housing development and a track record of completing successful
As supply and demand as well as policies change, we change our projects. The overriding factor is that one of our goals is to create
emphasis, but the areas of concern remain the same. We have affordable housing and LISC has the capacity to make that happen.

LISC Surpasses its 2005 Goals: 4th Quarter Grants and Loans
LISC closes the final quarter of 2005, having disbursed more than two million dollars – $1,175,000 as loans, $851,722 in grants and
$35,000 in recoverable grants to support the work of its community development partners across the region.
Thirteen lead agencies in the New Communities Program, the comprehensive grassroots community development effort underway
in 16 Chicago neighborhoods, received operating grant support.
LISC helped to preserve 86 units of affordable housing through a $925,000 Homestead Fund loan to the Woodlawn Preservation and
Investment Corporation for the stabilization of the Drexel Terrace Apartments in Woodlawn. The fund also made grants to Lakefront
Supportive Housing to cover a portion of the project manager fees for its new Near North SRO, and to the Family Counseling Center,
Inc for predevelopment expenses associated with a 45-unit supportive living facility in the southern Illinois town of Vienna.
The Main Street Fund, aiming to catalyze economic development, provided a $25,000 grant to provide Project Match’s service to the
Bethel New Life Job Resource Center in West Garfield Park.
A $250,000 line of credit from the Civic Life Fund will stabilize the cash flow of Bronzeville’s Abraham Lincoln Center, while a grant from the
Fund also supported the Centers for New Horizons’ community youth summit and cross community softball league in the same neighborhood.
LISC/Chicago surpassed its goals for the 2005 calendar year, approving more than $5.2 million in loans for residential and commercial
real estate development, or 131% of its $4 million goal, and more than $4.6 million in grants, 106% of its goal.
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MetroEdge Moves to LISC,
Helps Chicago Neighborhoods Attract
Commercial Development
Beginning this January, LISC/Chicago will have a fantastic resource to help make the case
for commercial investment in urban neighborhoods when MetroEdge, formerly a business
of the ShoreBank Corporation, will come under the direction of National LISC. MetroEdge
was launched in 1998 to collect and analyze national and local data to assess the market potential in urban areas, and will continue its mission, but under the LISC banner.
“Commercial revitalization has been identified as a critical element in the community
plans of a number of neighborhoods where LISC works, including all of the New
Communities Program (NCP) neighborhoods, and in National LISC’s own new strategic
plan,” said Joel Bookman, NCP Director. “We are excited that MetroEdge will provide neighborhoods with the resources to implement their plans and attract business investment. In
fact, we already have several projects in the pipeline both in Chicago and nationally.”
In the coming year MetroEdge will develop market profiles of the 16 neighborhoods
involved in NCP. In four communities, MetroEdge will complete comprehensive retail
scans, analyzing concentrated buying power, service sector gaps, income diversity,
the amount and type of private and public investment, and “float” by retail category
(the amount of unmet retail opportunity in a geographic area). Other NCP communities will receive similar analyses in subsequent years.
In addition, it is expected that LISC MetroEdge will begin work in one community outside
of Chicago in 2006 and expand into other cities in LISC’s network in subsequent years.

Groundbreaking Community Land
Trust to Preserve Affordable Housing
Chicago became the first large city in the nation
this December to create a city-wide Community
Land Trust (CLT) to preserve affordable housing.
The Chicago Community Land Trust, a non-profit
corporation with a board appointed by Mayor
Richard M. Daley, will fund affordable housing projects, and guarantee continued affordability by
controlling the resale value of funded properties.
“The creation of a Community Land Trust is part of
our ongoing commitment to provide high-quality
affordable housing for the people of Chicago, so
that our city can remain affordable for people of every
age, income and background,” said Mayor Daley
at a press conference to announce the Trust.

Kedzie Condos in Humboldt Park

The Trust will control resale values by maintaining ownership of land, and leasing
properties to homebuyers on a long-term, renewable basis. The property’s resale
value will be determined by a formula accounting for enhancements to the property
and insuring a reasonable profit to the owner.
“The Trust is allowing residents who would otherwise be unable to purchase a home in the neighborhood to become homeowners and in many cases, return to a community from which they
were displaced by rising rental costs and property taxes,” said Paul Roldan, President, Hispanic
Housing Development Corporation and developer of Kedzie Condos, the Trust’s first project.
For Kedzie Condos in Humboldt Park, the City of Chicago used the Trust to allow HHDC to
build and sell homes that would normally sell for $300,000 or more for as little as $150,000.
Department of Housing officials, who will administer the Trust, hope to have at least 300
units in the Trust’s portfolio within the next three years. Startup costs for the Trust are
being funded by a three-year, $396,000 grant from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation after which time the Trust is expected to become self-sustaining.

WINTER 2006

Nationally
Recognized
Consultant
Takes Top
Post at NCP

For the last eight months, Joel
Bookman, former head of the
North River Commission and a
national consultant on community development issues, has
been serving as the Interim
Director of the New Communities
Program at LISC. In that time,
Joel helped to lead the official
roll-out of the plans last May,
to develop NCP’s first internal
strategic plan, and to guide the
NCP lead agencies through the
transition from planning to
implementation. This December,
LISC offered and Joel accepted
the permanent position of NCP
Director, replacing Amanda
Carney, who left LISC in 2005 to
spend more time with her family.
“We’re very fortunate to have
someone of Joel’s experience
and standing join us in this
program” said Andrew Mooney.
“I know that Joel and Susana
Vasquez (NCP Deputy Director)
are going to be a formidable
team as we move into the future.”
Prior to joining NCP, Joel traveled
the world as a consultant following twenty-five years with the
North River Commission, where
he led the northwest side community through several periods
of change and won acclaim for
projects such as the revitalization
of the Lawrence Avenue corridor,
the creation of North Park Village,
the construction of North Side
Prep and the redevelopment of
Mayfair Commons.
In addition to his ongoing work
with NCP, Joel is currently helping to integrate MetroEdge (see
related story on this page) into
the LISC family of programs.
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LISC Recognizes Its Award-Winning Partners
LISC has the good fortune to work with tremendously dedicated and talented community partners
and staff, whose efforts are being recognized nationwide. This quarter we send congratulations to…
The Logan Square Neighborhood Association (LSNA)
Education Team, which received the Ford Foundation’s 2005
Leadership for a Changing World Award for helping to transform seven Chicago public schools. The LSNA team was recognized for campaigning and winning a fight for school refurbishment and construction, developing a 120-person parent
mentor program, creating in-school adult learning and student
tutoring centers, a literacy ambassadors program that brought
1,300 teachers into students’ homes, a program to train parents as bilingual teachers, and a parent-run health outreach
effort that enrolled 2,337 people in health-related programs.

Katherine Donofrio
Peoples Energy Corporation
Dorothy Even
Allstate Insurance Company
Frances Grossman
ShoreBank Corporation
Michael Lewis
Harris Trust and Savings Bank

Members of the LSNA Education
Team: Ada Ayala, Lisette MorenoKuri, Leticia Barrera, Joanna Brown,
and Maria Alviso (from left).

Claretian Associates, Inc. for receiving the 2005 national runner-up of The Home Depot Foundation’s
“Award of Excellence for Affordable Housing Built Responsibly” in the Homeownership category. Claretian’s New Homes for Chicago project, a development of 17 single family homes and 8
two-flats using green technology, achieved the Foundation’s mission of creating healthy and efficient homes that are affordable
for people of low to moderate incomes over the long term.
LISC Program Officer Sean Harden for receiving the "Innovative
Solutions" Award at the Illinois Workforce Development Conference.
The award recognizes Sean for his leadership in developing the
employment component of the Chicago Manufacturing Campus
in South Chicago. The campus placed nearly 1,300 Chicagoans
in jobs, which make up over 80% of the workforce in each of
the companies that moved into the new industrial park.

Kelly King Dibble
Illinois Housing Dev. Authority

John G. Markowski
Department of Housing
John Newman
LaSalle Bank N.A.
Hipolito Roldan
Hispanic Housing Dev. Corp.
David Vitale
Chicago Public Schools
Thomas Weeks
LR Development
Andrew J. Mooney
Senior Program Director
LISC/Chicago

Andrew Mooney accepts the Jane
Addams Resource Corporation’s
"Non Profit Partnership Award" on
behalf of the LISC/Chicago staff and
community partners.

www.lisc-chicago.org

LISC Marks 25 Years of Work in Chicago
Capital Campaign Reaches $35 Million Milestone
Celebrating LISC’s accomplishments and the partnerships forged to bring about
change in Chicago’s neighborhoods, more than 200 leaders from the city’s government, business, community, and philanthropic sectors gathered at the Arts
Club in November to mark LISC’s 25th Anniversary.
“Chicago’s neighborhoods are the strongest
in the nation – and one of the reasons why
is LISC, which has provided the funding
and technical advice that our communities have needed to maintain or regain
their health,” said Mayor Richard M. Daley.
“Having worked with LISC for nearly 20
years, I could ask for no better partner.”
“Since 1980, when LISC/Chicago began
providing capital and technical assistance to local community development
corporations to reclaim the city’s neighborhoods, we have seen unprecedented
change for the better,” said Mooney.
“After twenty-five years, we thought it was
time to celebrate this accomplishment.”

Andrew Mooney of LISC (second from left)
and Board Chair Perry Pero (right) with the
Campaign Co-chairs at LISC/Chicago’s
25th Anniversary event.
Campaign Co-chairs (from left to right)
Former Chief of the Cook County Bureau
of Health Services Ruth Rothstein, civic
leader Marjorie Benton and Chicago Public
Schools Chief Administration Officer David
Vitale. Not Pictured: Midwest Chairman
of JPMorgan Chase William Daley

At the event, LISC also announced it has
reached a milestone in its current fiveyear “Smart Money…Great Neighborhoods”
campaign. Launched just one year ago,
with a goal of $40 million dollars, the
campaign has already raised $35 million,
with the support of its dedicated co-chairs.
Guests at the celebration also got a first look
at LISC’s “Neighborhood Snapshots” photography exhibit. The exhibit by notable local
The “Neighborhood Snapshots”
photographers Eric Young Smith and Juan
exhibit on display at The Arts Club
Francisco Hernandez and others features
50 color photos of communities in which LISC works. The exhibit was on public display at the Daley Center in December and will travel to other community sites this year.
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Development Awards
With the best cocktail party in the city, a rousing debate on green building, and a keynote
address by Mayor Daley – the 12th Annual
Chicago Neighborhood Development Awards
should not be missed. This year’s event will be
held Thursday, February 2nd at the Chicago
Hilton & Towers and if you haven’t yet purchased tickets, now is the time.
Kicking off the
event at 3:00pm, a
panel of development and environmental experts will
hash out the value
of building green.
Urban
affairs
columnist John
McCarron will moderate the discussion
among Sadhu Johnston, Commissioner,
Chicago Department of Environment;
Angela Hurlock, Executive Director,
Claretian Associates; architect Bill Worn;
and Calvin Holmes, Executive Director,
Chicago Community Loan Fund.
Following the forum, leaders in the worlds of
finance, architecture and development will
announce the Award winners as well as the
recipients of the Richard H. Dreihaus
Foundation Award for Architectural Excellence
in Community Design, and of course, the
Friend of the Neighborhoods Award.
"We are delighted to help celebrate innovators whose work is developing strong and
dynamic Chicago neighborhoods," said John
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Corporation,and Chairman of this year's event.
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Northwest Side Manufacturer Receives
Year of Training through TIFWorks
As big-box retailers and low-wage East Asian manufacturers threaten the livelihood of
small and medium-sized American companies, programs like the City’s TIFWorks become
an increasingly important tool to insure local businesses remain competitive and stay in
Chicago. Now five years old, the TIFWorks program provides grants to local businesses,
enabling them to invest in the training of their most important resource: their employees.
C. Cretors and Company, a family-owned manufacturer of popcorn-making machines
and related products on the city’s northwest side, received TIFWorks funding in 2004,
and as a result was able to provide comprehensive on-site training to its 80 employees.
“We applied for a full year of training and we were quite shocked when the City approved
the whole $100,000 grant,” said Andrew Cretors, Project Manager. “We used the funds
in 2004 and 2005 to train our employees in basic electricity, blueprint reading, business
writing and supervisory training.”
“Cretors’ staff, some as tenured as 15 years or more, have been doing the work, but didn’t
necessarily understand why they were putting a part in a certain place or how to take full
advantage of a blueprint. This training provided them with context,” said Ana Martinez, Cretors’
Human Resources Generalist, who heard about TIFWorks through a trade association.
In addition to providing funds for custom training programs like that used by Cretors,
TIF/Works also funds English as a Second Language instruction, new equipment training and industry-specific training related to regulatory compliance.
"TIFWorks benefits businesses, their employees and the community," said Mayor's Office
of Workforce Development (MOWD) Commissioner David Hanson, whose office administers
the program. "As part of our demand-driven, business-oriented strategy for 2006,TIFWorks
is a fantastic model for building employees’ skills, helping businesses stay on top of changes
in their industry and, ultimately, making Chicago companies more productive and profitable."
LISC/Chicago worked with the City to get the program off the ground in 2000, making
an initial funding commitment to advance funds for the program with support from
Allstate Insurance, Allstate Bank, Harris Bank, LaSalle Bank, MB Financial, Marquette
Bank, Shorebank, and Northern Trust.
Since April of 2000, the Mayor’s Office of Workforce Development has executed 52 TIFWorks
contracts with 50 employers in 24 TIF districts, in industries as varied as administrative
support, healthcare, management, manufacturing, real estate, retail, retail and wholesale
trade, social assistance, and technical services. The average level of funding is $70,640.99.
“We’ve already seen an impact in the stainless steel fabricating shop where we had a significant increase in the workload due to the introduction of many new products to our
equipment line this year; the time required to manufacture new products was less
because the staff already knew how to read the blueprints,” said Martinez.
“Chicago can be an expensive place to do business, and for a business owner, programs
like TIFWorks help to keep us in the city,” said Cretors.
To arrange a TIFWorks consultation, call the Mayor’s Office of Workforce Development
at: (312) 746-7849.
A Cretors employee polishes a popcorn kettle
coater before shipment to Caracas, Venezuela
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As is our new custom, LISC invites commentaries from neighborhood partners for publication in this newsletter. This quarter’s column is by Brenda Palms-Barber, Executive Director
of the North Lawndale Employment Network. NLEN is a non-profit organization which
helps economically isolated individuals, especially former offenders, secure jobs with family-supporting wages, assists employers in recruiting and retaining workers, advocates
on behalf of low-income job-seekers, and builds the capacity of partner organizations.

Financial Incarceration An Economic Perspective
on North Lawndale
The financial services and products available for the residents of North Lawndale are in dire need of change.
Yes, North Lawndale is an economically mixed community which has a growing number of residents who are making more then sustainable wages, but we continue to have
a long way to go for many others in the community.

Brenda Palms-Barber

Executive Director, North
Lawndale Employment Network

The percentage of North Lawndale residents who earn less than $15,000 a year is twice that
of Chicago residents. Forty percent of North Lawndale households maintain incomes of less
than $15,000, compared with 20% of Chicago households generally.
As the saying goes, the rich get richer and the poor get poorer. It’s easier to save money when
you’re rich – there are tons of people competing for a share of your interest. Not so when
you’re poor. Residents of North Lawndale have a lower percentage of households that have
bank accounts, credit cards, and student and car loans than in the city as a whole.
Because they don’t have bank accounts, many North Lawndale residents are forced to use
money orders, short term loans, check cashing and other fringe financial products and institutions. These methods are costly and require those with already low incomes to pay for services that people involved in the banking mainstream receive for free.
These barriers to financial freedom have created what amounts to financial incarceration for
many residents of the North Lawndale community.
NLEN is just one organization helping to break the cycle of imprisonment – financial and otherwise
– in North Lawndale. Thanks to assistance from LISC/Chicago and the Annie E. Casey Foundation,
NLEN is host to one of a growing number of Centers for Working Families in Chicago. Through
the Center, NLEN provides its resident-clients with long-term financial counseling, credit repair,
budget tools, employment supports, Real Benefits assessments for public supports, and monthly
follow up to collect and measure how these services are moving people towards financial empowerment.
Through a partnership with the Center for Economic Progress (CEP), NLEN is also able to provide clients with access to quality financial services and information about money management.
In time we believe these efforts will improve participation in several local individual development accounts and homeownership programs.
Through a combination of pre-employment training, job placement and neighborhood-based financial services,designed for the needs of the community,we can help North Lawndale residents become
better prepared for homeownership, financial freedom, and lives filled with hope and success.
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LISC
Credited with
Transformation
of Chicago’s
Neighborhoods
in Newsweek

Interview with Marilyn Hennessy,
President, The Retirement Research Foundation

Newsweek columnist and
Chicago-native Jonathan Alter
recognized the changes underway in North Lawndale and
other parts of the city’s
Westside in an article for the
January 9th issue of the magazine. Comparing LISC/Chicago’s
involvement in neighborhood
transformation to the civil rights
legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Alter wrote “they lack the
drama of freedom marches,
but stronger ties between the
corporate world and dedicated
community leaders are now the
proven routes to urban revival.”
Alter toured the Near West Side
and North Lawndale in
November, interviewing, among
others, LISC/Chicago Senior
Program Director Andrew
Mooney, President of the John
D. and Catherine T. Mac Arthur
Foundation Jonathan Fanton,
veteran Near West Side activist
Earnest Gates, Richard Townsell
of
Lawndale
Christian
Development Corporation and
Executive Director of the North
Lawndale Employment Network
Brenda Palms-Barber, in preparation for his piece. To read the
full
article,
go
to
www.lisc.org/chicago.

How did you first get involved with LISC/Chicago?
We have long recognized housing to be an important need of the elderly. As a medium sized foundation, rather than invest a lot of money in housing
construction, we thought it made sense to make
low interest loans, or what we refer to as programrelated investments (PRI), to sources involved in the
development of affordable housing for seniors.

Established by John D. MacArthur, the Retirement Research
Foundation, a national foundation based in Chicago, has invested
more than $165 million since 1978 in efforts to meet the needs of
older Americans. Having recently provided LISC with a $300,000
grant to support the development of senior housing, the Foundation’s
President Marilyn Hennessy took time to talk about
LISC and the approaching opportunities and challenges presented by an aging population.

As a result, back in 1989, RRF made its first PRI to
LISC/Chicago for the conversion of the Sutherland
Hotel into senior housing.

a strong interest in enabling older people to live independently
in their community, thus we are concerned with affordable
housing, income supports (SSI), medical care and health care.
Already today over 3 million persons age 62 and older have urgent,
unmet housing needs. But when the first of the baby boomers reaches 65, the number of seniors will increase dramatically. By the year 2020, one in six Americans will
be age 65 or older and one-third of senior households are expected to have housing needs. The
need for affordable senior housing is undeniable.
LISC is concerned with creating strong,
healthy communities, why would you say it’s
important to incorporate seniors into comprehensive community plans?
Our goal is that seniors are seen as integral and
contributing parts of a community. For example, we provide grants to houses of worship to
make their facilities accessible to older people
and the handicapped and encourage groups
to market their events and activities to all parts
of their community, including seniors.

Marilyn Hennessy, President,The
Retirement Research Foundation
Then you contributed to LISC’s 2000
Campaign and in doing so helped to launch
the successful Illinois Affordable Assisted Living Initiative, Metro Chicago Information Center did a study of communities,
creating nearly 1,000 units of such housing across the state. which showed that the majority of Chicago boomers plan to
Yes, we made our first major grant to LISC to help launch IAALI. Our remain in Chicago, and many do not want to be isolated in senior$950,000 contribution was targeted to creating downstate facili- only communities. The study also showed that a senior housing develties, the Chicago Community Trust’s contribution was targeted to opment was a greater economic benefit than some businesses.
facilities in Chicago, and the Community Memorial Society pro- So senior housing and the presence of seniors can and should
vided start-up funds as well. We got involved in the project when be seen as a community asset and more and more communithe state of Illinois passed legislation to allow Medicaid dollars ties are recognizing the value of being senior-friendly.
and some state dollars to be used for services in the facilities –
Why did you donate to LISC/Chicago?
which made assisted living affordable for older adults.
We see LISC as a financially strong organization that has competence
What are your priorities as the Baby Boomers reach 60?
in housing development and a track record of completing successful
As supply and demand as well as policies change, we change our projects. The overriding factor is that one of our goals is to create
emphasis, but the areas of concern remain the same. We have affordable housing and LISC has the capacity to make that happen.

LISC Surpasses its 2005 Goals: 4th Quarter Grants and Loans
LISC closes the final quarter of 2005, having disbursed more than two million dollars – $1,175,000 as loans, $851,722 in grants and
$35,000 in recoverable grants to support the work of its community development partners across the region.
Thirteen lead agencies in the New Communities Program, the comprehensive grassroots community development effort underway
in 16 Chicago neighborhoods, received operating grant support.
LISC helped to preserve 86 units of affordable housing through a $925,000 Homestead Fund loan to the Woodlawn Preservation and
Investment Corporation for the stabilization of the Drexel Terrace Apartments in Woodlawn. The fund also made grants to Lakefront
Supportive Housing to cover a portion of the project manager fees for its new Near North SRO, and to the Family Counseling Center,
Inc for predevelopment expenses associated with a 45-unit supportive living facility in the southern Illinois town of Vienna.
The Main Street Fund, aiming to catalyze economic development, provided a $25,000 grant to provide Project Match’s service to the
Bethel New Life Job Resource Center in West Garfield Park.
A $250,000 line of credit from the Civic Life Fund will stabilize the cash flow of Bronzeville’s Abraham Lincoln Center, while a grant from the
Fund also supported the Centers for New Horizons’ community youth summit and cross community softball league in the same neighborhood.
LISC/Chicago surpassed its goals for the 2005 calendar year, approving more than $5.2 million in loans for residential and commercial
real estate development, or 131% of its $4 million goal, and more than $4.6 million in grants, 106% of its goal.
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